
   

 My name is Hope 

Bumgarner and I am 
the newest Clay County 
Conservation Board 
member.  I am excited 
to be a part of the 
board and to hopefully 
help make a positive 
impact on Clay County. 
 My family consists of 
my husband, Darren 
and our three children: 
 JD, Chloe and Nate. 
We live in Spencer and 
love all of the outdoor 
activities that 
Northwest Iowa and 
Clay County offer. 
 Each season offers so 
much for families to do. 
  
Each winter, my family 
enjoys going ice fishing, 
especially at 
Scharnberg and 
Schmerse Ponds.  We 
really look forward to 
the trout release each 
winter at Scharnberg 
and renting one of the 
cabins.  The quiet 
solitude, the chance to 
ice fish and spend time 
with family make for a 
perfect weekend.  As 
temperatures begin to 
warm, our focus turns to 
getting outdoors and 

enjoying Spring activities.  
 Each Spring, Darren 
and I enjoy hunting morel 
mushrooms in the area.  In 
addition, Darren, Nate and I 
like searching the ditches for 
asparagus.  One of our 
favorite activities is checking 
out the spring fishing holes 
and catching bluegills and 
crappies.  A favorite meal 
would consist of fresh fish, 
morels and asparagus.  With 
Spring, we also enjoy the 
longer days and getting 
outside chores done, 
especially planting the 
garden.  Warmer temps and 
Spring mean school getting 
out and more time with my 
family. 

Summer means time 
off for myself from my other 
job as a teacher at the 
Spencer High School.  During 
the warmer months, you will 
find me catching up on home 
projects and spending time 
outside with my children. 
 We enjoy taking family 
vacations out west in 
Wyoming and Montana. 
 We get to go and practice 
our fly fishing skills while 
enjoying the cooler mountain 
air.  As summer draws to a 
close, we finish out our 
summer relaxing and 
enjoying family and 

neighborhood bonfires. 
 Nothing beats ooey gooey 
s’mores and the smell of wood 
burning.   

As school starts back 
up and the temperatures 
continue to cool, my family 
looks forward to the Clay 
County Fair and the yummy 
foods.  Fall also means an 
opportunity to hunt.  Darren, 
JD and I enjoy hunting dove 
each Fall.  I may not be the 
best shot, but it is a fun 
challenge and if lucky we get 
enough for a yummy meal of 
dove on the grill.  There are 
so many wonderful places to 
get outside and enjoy nature 
all year long in Clay County.   

My family and I feel 
very blessed to live in 
Northwest Iowa and Spencer. 
 I hope to pass along a love 
for the outdoors to my children 
and working to preserve the 
best parts of our beautiful 
county by being part of the 
Clay County Conservation 

Welcome new board member! 

Nature Notes  

CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD 
Summer 2017 Volume 1, Issue 2 

Hope and 
daughter Chole 
at January 
Scharnberg 

Trout Release   



 2 

Notes from the Director’s Desktop 
 

Dan Heissel, Executive Director  

Clay County 

Conservation Board 

 
Board Members 

John Sheridan 

Ronald Creswell

Lee Schoenewe 

Darrell Frerichs 

Hope Bumgarner 

 

Board Staff 

Dan Heissel, Director 

Kevin Maassen, Chief Ranger 

Mike Skonhovd, Ranger 

Travis Riley, Ranger 

Marc Gustafson, Roadside 

Manager 

Brianne Hanson, Naturalist 

Elaine Orthmann, Office 

Manager 

 

420 10th Ave. SE 

Spencer, IA 51301 

712-262-2187 



 3 

Calendar of Events 

Meet the staff 
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Sunrise Hike 

Friday July 28th, 7:00am-8:00am  

Join Clay County Conservation naturalist to begin your day by taking a relaxing hike through Kindlespire Park.  No 
registration is necessary, and the hikes are open to all ages.  Meet at Kindlespire parking lot. 485th St Cornell, IA  
51366 Located 1 mile east of the town of Cornell on 485th 

Four County Float  

Friday, August 4th 

Hit the Little Sioux River for a quiet float with friends, family, 

an archeologist and four county naturalist.  

We’ll be floating from Kindlespire Park to Sioux Rapids.  

8:30am –9:00am Refresher on Paddling a River 

(Not required for participation) 

9:00am-9:30am Registration 

9:30am Introductions & Start of Float 

Canoes and kayaks are available for rent, $10/water vessel, 

due with registration. Float will be cancelled due to inclement 

weather or poor water conditions. Transportation to vehicles 

after the float will be provided.  

Registration is requires by July 31, 2017 

Space is limited. 

For more information: www.cherokeecountyparks.com 

Program sponsored by the following: Cherokee County 

Conservation Board, O’Brien County Conservation Board, 

Buena Vista County Conservation Board, Clay County 

Conservation Board, Sanford Museum 

2016-Four County Float 

Full Moon Night Hike 

Monday August 7th8:30pm-9:30pm  

Join Clay County Conservation on a moonlight hike exploring the woods 
and meadows of Oneota Park. The hike is free and open to all. Meet at 
Oneota Cabin parking lot. Located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high 

school.  

Calendar of Events 
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Wild Wednesday 

August 30th , 4:00pm  

Family-oriented nature Program full of discovery is with fascinating opportunities 

to explore and learn more about the natural world around us.  The program is 

free and open to all. No registration is required. Meet at Oneota Cabin. Located 

off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. 

Calendar of Events 

Wild Wednesday 

September 27th , 4:00pm  

Family-oriented nature Program full of discovery is 

with fascinating opportunities to explore and learn 

more about the natural world around us.  The 

program is free and open to all. No registration is 

required. Meet at Oneota Cabin. Located off 10th 

Ave. SE, south of the high school. 

Clay County Fair Sundolm Environmental Education Center  

Education Programs 

September 9th-17th   

Sundholm Environmental Center at Clay Count Fair always brings in fun educational 

opportunities! Live animals, hands on activities and much more! 

 Naturalist programs 10:00am and 2:00pm daily.  

 Iowa Honey Queen Bee presenting  10:00am-2:00pm Sunday, September 10th.  

 Live Bald Eagle 11:00am and 1:00pm Monday, September 11th.  

 Great Plains Zoo 1:00pm and 2:00pm Saturday, September 16th.  

Save the date 

Annual Scharnberg 

Park Halloween Hike 

October 14th, 6:00pm  

The annual Halloween Hike 
at Scharnberg Park. Come 
out for some early trick or 

treating. 

Solar Eclipse Viewing  

August 21st , 11:00am  

 

Don’t miss your chance—it won’t happen again in the United States until 
2024. Prime viewing will be between 11:30 and 1:00.  We will see a 

partial eclipse. 

Join us with your picnic lunch  

& a lawn chair.  We have the sunglasses! Meet at South side of the N 18 bridge 

on the west side of Lost Island Lake 

 

Sponsored by the Clay and Palo Alto  

County Conservation Boards 
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1. Bertram Reservation  7. Nelson/Reng Wildlife Area      13. Stouffer Memorial  Wildlife Area 

2. Bob Howe/Thunder Bridge   8. Oneota Little Sioux        14.Stubb Johnson Family Equestrian  

3. Burr Wildlife Area   9. Riverside– Little Sioux Access      15. Vera and Gilbert James Wildlife 

4. Dickens Pit    10. Riverton Wildlife Area       16.Wanata Park 

5. Kindlespire Little Sioux Access 11. Scharnberg Park 

6. Lost Island Park   12. Schmerse Wildlife Area *More information www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay. 

Clay County Conservation Map 
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Camping Coupon Books Available  

The conservation department has camping coupon books for 
sale. The coupon books contain seven coupons, each good 
for one night camping in Scharnberg Park campground, and 
will sell for the price of $120 for the electrical sites and 
$150 for the electrical with sewer sites. Coupons are good 

for one year from date of purchase.  

Booklets can be purchased at the  

Clay County Conservation Board Office. 

Scharnberg Park has a 
15 acre pond stocked 
yearly and has bass, 
bluegill and channel 
catfish and participates 
in the Urban Trout 
Stocking program 
which stocks 1500 
Rainbow trout each 
time in November and 
January each 
year.  Access to the 

pond is made easier by a handicap accessible fishing pier as 
well as two 50 foot rock jetty's.  A campground that will hold 
63 campers provides cable TV as well as wireless internet, all 
included in the camping fees. Of these 63 sites, 20  are full 
hookup with sewer. Scharnberg park has something to offer 

everyone.  

Beach Concession stand, come out for a snack or rent a 
watercraft. Kayak, stand up paddle board, hydrobike and 
paddle boats available for rent. The hours are 12 p.m. to 8 

p.m. 7 days a week. 

 

Need a getaway?  

Scharnberg Park has 3 
beautiful cabins. To make a 

cabin reservation  

call 712-262-2187  

Clay County Conservation Wildlife Area Spotlight 

Kindlespire Little Sioux Access As you travel 
through this region, take note of the impressive 
landscape features formed by glaciers. After 
the last glacier receded 12,000 years ago, the 
Little Sioux River carved a new channel from 
the Spencer area heading south and west. Fast 
flowing waters shaped a deep, scenic valley 

and towering wooded bluffs.  

Kindlespire is a 253 acre wildlife area with 
miles of trails that include prairie, woodland, 
and riverine ecosystem. An area hot spot for 
primitive camping. If primitive camping is your 
thing, be sure to check this place out. Other 
activities include canoeing, equestrian trail, 
forest hunting, hiking trail, picnicking, motor 
boating, winter sports, pit toilettes, stream 
fishing and upland hunting are some outdoor 
activities you can enjoy at Kindlespire Little 

Sioux Access.  
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YES, I would like to receive the newsletter FREE of charge! 
 

  Via Email (please take me off the regular mail list) 

  This will help save natural resources... our trees! 

Name________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

 

Mail to: 

Clay CCB 

Brianne Hanson    

420 10th Avenue SE   Email: Newsletter Inquiry  

Spencer, IA 51301   clayconat@smunet.net  
 

Help Update Our Records 

Address Service Requested  

Clay County Conservation Board  

420 10th Ave. SE  

Spencer, IA 51301 

 


