
   

With the fall season officially upon us, many things will be 
taking place in the next couple months. The changing to 
fall colors of our trees, hunting seasons either have or will 
begin shortly, etc.  We will be losing our current director 
and gaining a new director at the Clay County 
Conservation Board. With that, I want to say farewell to 
Dan Heissel and thanks for the many years serving Clay 

County. We will MISS YOU!  

With the arrival of hunting seasons, the Clay County 
Conservation Board offers many opportunities to harvest a 
wide variety of game within the public lands managed by 
the conservation board. Some of the public lands contain 
timber and upland areas where you can find deer, turkey, 
squirrel, and rabbits, along with other game species. 
Other public lands contain more upland cover for 
pheasant habitat. Those public areas also contain 
wetlands where ducks, geese, and even some fall fishing 
can be done. Clay County also has many areas of public 
land managed by the Department of Natural Resources, 
as well as a couple of areas where landowners are 
participating in the Iowa Walk-in-Program. For a list of 
public lands in each county, go to the Iowa DNR Website 
and look for the Interactive Hunting Atlas link showing all 
areas that are open to the public. 

A Harvest of Memories!  

Nature Notes  
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It is with heavy heart and mixed emotions as I sit to write this last article for 
the Clay County Conservation Boards newsletter.  It brings back all the 
memories and good times I have had as I think of what to write about.  
From the Sundholm Environmental Cabin at the Fair, the Onoeta Cabin to 
all the developments at Scharnberg, all I can think is “This has been one 

heck of a ride” 

I have been blessed to have been able to work with an excellent staff who 
bought into the ideas and developments up front and help make all these 
successes a reality. Without them, none of this could have happened. So to 
my staff, my parting words are this, “Thank You!!  I will miss you, and never 
quit reaching for the stars” I will never forget the times we have had here 
at the Conservation Board and will always cherish the memories we have 

made here together. 

I can’t thank the Clay County Conservation Board members enough who 
hired me and embraced all my ideas. WE did this together, without your 
vision and support I could have never accomplished what we did. I will miss 
working with you and all of our crazy meetings.  I did try to keep them as 

short as I could.  

I would like to thank the Clay County Supervisors for their support as well 
and thanks to the other Department Heads and Elected Officials I got to 
work with along the way. We all made a good team, keep up the good 

work and putting Clay County on the map! 

To the public and all the friends I made along the way, Thank You for 
being supportive and getting to know me along the way.  I always thought 
I would retire in Clay County, it is such a special place to my family and I. 
We will miss you all!  I hope you embrace the new Director and his family 

as you did mine. 

I am excited for the next chapter of my career and life to start but still 

wonder at times what am I doing.  I have the full support of my wife and 

family and we look forward to the challenges ahead and look forward to 

the times we can come back and visit one of the best kept secrets in Iowa, 

and that is, Clay County!!  Thanks again for the memories!!   
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Employee Spotlight  

Mike Skonhovd 

Ranger  

Mike has been a Ranger at Clay County Conservation Board for 31 years. Mike is a happy father, 
husband and grandfather of three beautiful grandchildren. He has a wonderful wife who is still the apple 

of his eye after 37 years of marriage.  

 Before landing the fulltime job at Clay County, Mike previously worked several construction jobs after 
college. He and his wife Anne decided there were too many address changes and wanted to rectify that 
problem. Clay County Conservation Board was a perfect fit. 
Mike graduated high school in Wakonda, SD and obtained his bachelors degree in psychology and social 

work from the University of South Dakota. He became a Law Enforcement Ranger in 1983. 

In his spare time, Mike can be found on the ice, doing some fishing. If it’s not that time of year, he can be 

found spending time with his family. 

Mike enjoys getting to work at Scharnberg Park. Meeting all the great people while working at the park is 
one of his favorite memories, along with getting to know the wonderful camp hosts during the summer. The 

campground hosts make his job a bit easier.  

Mike can’t wait to see what the future holds. He believes that people that are taking advantage of what 

CCCB has to offer and they are dedicated to keeping CCCB facilities a success in the future.  
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2017 Summer Days  

It’s hard to believe that summer is almost gone. We had an amazing summer filled with camps and public 

programs at Clay County Conservation Board. We had 10 summer camps offered at Oneota Park.  

Getting students outside is probably the most important aspect of our education model. It has been proven 
that increased outdoor time benefits cognitive functioning, reduces symptoms of attention deficit disorder, 
and increases self-discipline and emotional well-being. Clay County Conservation Board continues to help 
address the growing need to introduce and engage today’s youth in the natural world. Every camp or 
classroom program we offer is designed to be fun, active, and engaging. They provide high quality 

environmental learning experiences through games, crafts, stories, and in-depth nature exploration.  
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A Fond Farewell! 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

give a warm goodbye to one of our fellow 

employees. Dan Heissel is leaving us after 

15 years of service as the director for Clay 

County Conservation Board.  

Will Horsley will take the CCCB director position. See 

more information next newsletter.  

Staff  Comments:  

Congratulations, Dan, on your new job with Woodbury 

County Conservation. I have worked with you for ten 

years– coming onboard as part time job and not 

realizing how much CCCB would grow. I will certainly 

miss you (and Rex) coming in each morning. I have 

appreciated your sense of humor, your notes posted 

around the office and our time spent on Mondays 

counting the weekend receipts from the park. We 

worked hard but had many good laughs too.  

The Little Bulldog (Elaine Orthmann, Office Manager) 

P.S. Just to let you know I can furnish the cheese as I am beating 

you in our weekend football pool. 

Dan,  

Congratulations on your new job with 

Woodbury County. Thanks for the past fifteen 

years serving Clay County and I will miss you as 

my boss (most days anyways). Knowing your 

new position is all administrative work, I feel 

that I do not need to send the bubble wrap with 

you on your new adventure.  

 Marc Gustafson, Roadside Manger  

Dan,  

Third time is a charm. My director for two 

seasons here and now fulltime position. You are 

a mentor to me and been so supportive. Thank 

you!  

 Brianne Hanson, Naturalist 

A memory I will never forget. Dan had decided to put 

sewer into Scharnberg Park. While attempting to 

hook up sewer pumps with a tech from Mason City on 

the phone. Dan asked if the power was off. Tech said 

“Yes”, and shortly there after Dan took 220 volts and 

cartwheeled over backwards. I said “that’s why I 

don’t like electricity”.  

 Mike Skonhovd, Ranger 
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Calendar of Events 
Wild Wednesday 

November 29h , 4:00pm  

Family-oriented nature program full of discovery with fascinating opportunities to explore and learn more 

about the natural world around us.  The program is free and open to all. No registration is required. Meet at 

Oneota Cabin. Located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Dress for weather! 

Scharnberg Park Trout Release 

November 18th , 12:00 pm 

The Clay County Conservation Board and 

Iowa DNR will replenish Scharnberg 

Lake's population of trout. After the trout 

stocking, the lake will be open to fish by 

all individuals with an Iowa fishing license 

and trout stamp. The event is part of the 

Iowa DNR's Urban Lakes Trout Program, 

which is an effort to introduce trout 

fishing to more people across the state.  

Winter Break Camp 

Kids in grade 3rd-6th December 27th-29th, 9:00 am-11:30 am 

Join us for a winter break adventure! A few days of fun and educational programming includes hiking, crafts, 

campfire activities, and games. It's a great way to let kids experience the environment at a time of year they may 

not normally spend outdoors. Activities will be weather dependent but they are sure to be fun.  Dress for weather! 

Winter gear is mandatory! (hat, jacket, gloves, snow boots and snow pants.) Space is limited! Pre-registration 

required by calling 712-262-2187.  

Wild Wednesday 

December 27th , 4:00pm  

Family-oriented nature program full of discovery with fascinating opportunities to explore and learn more 

about the natural world around us.  The program is free and open to all. No registration is required. Meet at 

Oneota Cabin. Located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Dress for weather! 
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Calendar of Events 

Scharnberg Park Trout Release 

January 13th , 12:00 pm 

The Clay County Conservation Board and Iowa DNR will replenish Scharnberg Lake's population of trout. 

After the trout stocking, the lake will be open to fish by all individuals with an Iowa fishing license and trout 

stamp. The event is part of the Iowa DNR's Urban Lakes Trout Program, which is an effort to introduce trout 

fishing to more people across the state.  

Wild Wednesday 

January 31st , 4:00pm  

Family-oriented nature program full of discovery with fascinating opportunities to explore and learn more 

about the natural world around us.  The program is free and open to all. No registration is required. Meet at 

Oneota Cabin. Located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Dress for weather! 

Kids Winter Adventure  

Kids in grade 3rd-6th  

January 15th 9:00 am-11:00 am 

A fun and educational programming includes hiking, crafts, 

and games. Activities will be weather dependent but they are 

sure to be fun.  Dress for weather! Winter gear is mandatory! 

(hat, jacket, gloves, snow boots and snow pants.) Space is 

limited! Pre-registration required by calling 712-262-2187.  

Kids Winter Adventure 

Kids in grade K-2nd  January 15th 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

A few days of fun and educational programming includes hiking, crafts, and games. Activities will be weather 

dependent but they are sure to be fun.  Dress for weather! Winter gear is mandatory! (hat, jacket, gloves, 

snow boots and snow pants.) Space is limited! Pre-registration required by calling 712-262-2187.  

Snowshoeing  

January 30st , 4:30pm-5:30pm  

Come explore Oneota park by snowshoe!  Weather permitting, we will explore the great outdoors while learning 

how to hike with provided snowshoes.  After the hike, enjoy some hot chocolate and treats to warm up!   

Pre-registration required contact Iowa Lakes Community College Continuing Education 1-800-252-5664 or 

online at iowalakes.edu/ce   

tel:(800)%20252-5664
http://iowalakes.edu/ce
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Address Service Requested  

Clay County Conservation Board  

420 10th Ave. SE  

Spencer, IA 51301 

 

Camping Coupon Books Available  

The conservation department has camping coupon books for 
sale. The coupon books contain seven coupons, each good 
for one night camping in Scharnberg Park campground, and 
will sell for the price of $120 for the electrical and water 
sites and $150 for the electrical with sewer and water 
sites. Coupons are good for one year from date of 

purchase.  

Booklets can be purchased at the  

Clay County Conservation Board Office. 

Wanted!  

We are always in need of supplies for programs. 
These items do not have to be new, just in good 

working condition.  

 Plastic totes with lids any size 

 Glue sticks  

 Large crayons 

Thank you!  

Email:  

Newsletter Inquiry 

clayconat@smunet.net  


