
   

 

On April 5th, the Clay County Conservation Board (CCCB) 
spearheaded a 9.51-mile logistical effort to complete the 
first phase of the new Oneota Learning Center Project.  The 
first phase project objectives were to safely and efficiently 
move the two-part Morton building structure from 1721 W 
18th Street to Oneota Park, located at 420 10th Ave SE, 
Spencer.  Due to the large size of these two buildings and the 
high volume of public traffic frequenting the designated 
route, the CCCB recruited the assistance of 12 local and state 
agencies and utility companies.  A combined correlation of 
professional personnel ensured these logistical efforts were 
completed in the required timeframe without any incidents or 
complications.  The CCCB would like to extend a special 
thank you to all organizations, agencies, and departments 

who assisted with this operation! 

 

The CCCB is currently working to establish a complete interior 
delineation of this 7560 square foot building with future 
goals established to promote natural resources and 
environmental science educational programs to the local 
populace of Clay County.  In the upcoming years, this 
learning center will allow the CCCB to facilitate large-scale 
environmental education programs and classes.  Educational 
programming will target our local school age youth as well as 
adults.  The CCCB takes pride in the ability to deliver the 
highest quality of environmental education, and the Oneota 
Learning Center will, furthermore, promote the CCCB’s 
ongoing goals and objective to serve the citizens of Clay 

County. 
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I’m always amazed how fast the Spring and Summer months progress while working 
in this professional career field.  Between prescribed fire operations, park 
maintenance and construction tasks, youth environmental education courses and day 
camps, campground duties and objectives, combatting invasive herbaceous and non-
herbaceous species, and working with other local and regional conservation based 
organizations and departments, the last four months have been very busy.  I’m very 
optimistic as the CCCB members look ahead with future aspirations, I believe these 
upcoming events and projects will provide an elevated level of outdoor recreation 

and education to our local populace.   

 

The current weather continues to test our inclination while we relentlessly persist 
forward despite the challenges that Mother Nature provides.  I’m confident the CCCB 
staff is up to the tasks ahead and will continue to meet all oppositions with strong 

and positive attitudes.   

 

We have recently focused efforts on Scharnberg Park, and we continue to see an 
abundance of campers and park guests frequenting the area as they enjoy all aspects of 
outdoor recreation the park offers.  Our three cabin structures are very popular and are 
currently reserved for most upcoming days throughout the Autumn season.  I believe these 
cabins appeal to the typical family that want to enjoy the outdoor recreational opportunities 
Scharnberg Park provides, however, still appreciate the modern comforts and amenities 

which are found in most modern homes.    

 

I am truly impressed by the quality of work and leadership traits our current seasonal staff 
members provide and possess.  They continue to address their daily work objectives with the 
highest level of professionalism and I believe their efforts speak volumes regarding their 

passion for this field of work and their dedication to the CCCB. 

 

On a personal note, my family and I continue to enjoy NW Iowa.  We feel blessed to be 
able to spend additional time with our family.  Our passion for coursing walleyes has 
occupied some weekends and evenings as my two sons (Barrett and Gage) have enjoyed 
their time in the boat fishing with their grandparents.  We also look ahead to this upcoming 

Fall with ambitions to pursue waterfowl, upland birds, furbearers, and white-tailed deer.   

 

I look forward to seeing you in the parks! 

 

Sincerely and “Semper Fi” 

The Horsley boys  
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Naturalist Corner  

Looking for a nature 
program for your 

community organization?  

 
The CCCB offers outreach and onsite 
programs year-round for a variety 
of learners, ranging from preschool 
through adults. Outreach programs 
provided throughout Clay County for 
both indoor and outdoor settings, 
small groups and large gatherings. 
Programs are flexible with a variety 
of options. Contact Clay County 
naturalist to schedule a program!  

2018 Summer Days 

It’s hard to believe that summer is almost gone. We had 
an amazing summer filled with camps and public 
programs at Clay County Conservation Board. We had 

11 summer camps offered at Oneota Park.  

Getting students outside is probably the most important 
aspect of our education model. It has been proven that 
increased outdoor time benefits cognitive functioning, 
reduces symptoms of attention deficit disorder, and 
increases self-discipline and emotional well-being. Clay 
County Conservation Board continues to help address the 
growing need to introduce and engage today’s 
youth in the natural world. Every camp or 
classroom program we offer is designed to be 
fun, active, and engaging. They provide high 
quality environmental learning experiences 
through games, crafts, stories, and in-depth 

nature exploration.  

CCCB naturalist at Everly Library  

Canoe Expedition Camp 

Eco-Extreme Camp 

Nature Builders  

Nature Explorers   Nature Detectives 

Community program at Spencer Library 
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 In 2014 a local landowner contacted 
the Clay County Conservation Board (CCCB) 
and requested their interest in a possible 
land acquisition.  Upon a full assessment of 
the 412 acres, the CCCB was amazed by the 
habitat diversity, native prairie plant 
ecology, high-quality wildlife populations, 
historical pioneer era cemetery, watershed 
protection opportunities along the Little Sioux 
River and other environmental factors that 
ultimately enhanced the decision to pursue 
this property purchase.  The CCCB’s goal 
was to acquire the property, implement a 
strong wildlife habitat and watershed 
protection plan and furthermore offer one of 
the most diverse and historical public 

recreational areas in the state of Iowa. 

This new 412-acre public recreational area 
will be known as the “Heissel Addition” to the 
Kindlespire Complex.  It is the Clay County 
Conservation Board’s honor to name this 
property after their former Director, Mr. Dan 
Heissel.  Mr. Heissel served Clay County 
Conservation for 15 years and is currently 
serving the IACCB system in Sioux City, Iowa 
as the Director of the Woodbury County 

Conservation Board.   

 

Heissel Addition  

Kindlespire Complex 

Thank you SOAR for providing a raptor release at the Heissel Land Celebration 
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Heissel Addition  

Kindlespire Complex 
 This project was supported and made 

possible by: 

 Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

 IDNR - Resource Enhancement and Protection 

and Protected Watershed Act 

 Ducks Unlimited - North American Wetlands 

Conservation Act 

 Pheasants Forever – National and Clay County 

Chapter 

 Mr. Mike Houchins – Pheasants Forever 

Memorial 

 National Wild Turkey Federation 

 Oneota Conservation Foundation 

 Clay County Conservation Board 

NWTF Board members  

Pheasant Forever Board members 

IDNR staff members 
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Calendar of Events 

Nature Trek 

Tuesday August 14th 7:00pm  

Nature program full of discovery with captivating opportunities to explore and learn more about the natural world 

around us. The program is free and open to all. No registration is required. Meet at Bertram Reservation Located in 

the SW corner of Clay County east of the Town of Peterson on 140th Ave. More information contact Naturalist 712-

262-2187 

Clay County Fair Sundholm Environmental Education 

Center  

Education Programs 

September 8th-16th   

Sundholm Environmental Center (Log Cabin) at Clay County Fair always 

brings in fun educational opportunities! Live animals, hands on activities 

and much more! 

 Naturalist programs 10:00am and 2:00pm daily.  

 Minnow Races 11:00am Saturday, September 8th.  

 Great Plains Zoo 1:00pm and 2:00pm Sunday, September 9th.  

 Live Bald Eagle 11:00am and 1:00pm Monday, September 10th.  

 Minnow Races All Day Friday, September 14th.  

 Live Bald Eagle 11:00am and 1:00pm Friday, September 14th.  

 Great Plains Zoo 1:00pm and 2:00pm Saturday, September 15th.  

Come check out the Live Bald Eagle at the Clay County Fair 

Great Plain Zoo brought a skunk in 
2017. What will they bring for 2018? 

Kids Nature Day  

Friday August 10, 2018 @ 5:30 PM- 6:30 PM 

Join Iowa Great Lakes Longbeards Chapter with the National Wild 
Turkey Federation (NWTF) for Jake’s (Kids) Nature Day for kids 12 
and under. Fun filled evening of outdoor fun. Experience and brush up 
on your bb gun safety skills, and play outdoor themed activities. 
Giveaways and food. Free/ No Pre- Registration Required. Every child 
must be accompanied by an adult. Oneota Park located off 10th Ave. 

SE, south of the Spencer high school 
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Clay County Conservation Wildlife Areas  

Schmerse Wildlife Area As you travel north of Clay County be sure to stop at a 46 acre hidden 
gem.  This landscape offers an upland grassland area for pheasant hunting and a 7 acre pond 
with bluegill and bass fishing.  The upland grassland is an excellent area to find a late season rooster 
tucked away. The largest northern pike caught in Iowa in the past 20 years was caught at the 
Schmerse Wildlife area in 1997! Frozen or thawed, the fish are always biting at Schmerse Wildlife 
Area. 
This is a great spot to “wet your line”, easy short walk to water. Schmerse is a great place to take 
young kids or first time, guarantee to catch a fish. 

Located 4 miles east of the town of Fostoria on county road B14 (280th St).  

Peaceful fishing at 

Schmerse Wildlife Area 

Mowed trails to get you to 

your perfect fishing spot. 

No matter the weather, it’s always a great time at Schmerse Wildlife Area 
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Address Service Requested  

Clay County Conservation Board  

420 10th Ave. SE  

Spencer, IA 51301 

 

Camping Coupon Books Available  

The conservation department has camping coupon books for 
sale. The coupon books contain seven coupons, each good 
for one night camping in Scharnberg Park campground, and 
will sell for the price of $120 for the electrical and water 
sites and $150 for the electrical with sewer and water 
sites. Coupons are good for one year from date of 

purchase.  

Booklets can be purchased at the  

Clay County Conservation Board Office. 

Email:  

Newsletter Inquiry 

bblom@co.clay.ia.us  

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the Scharnberg Park 

Cabin  

Maple Cabin $100.00/night 

Pine Cabin $125.00/night 

Oak Cabin $150.00/night  

Check availability by calling  

712-262-2187 


