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The Clay County Conservation Board 
is excited to announce we have 
launched our new website 
at claycountyparks.com.  
 
Check out our new website for:   
 The latest news and events  
 Full details about our park and 

wildlife areas 
 School’s Out Camp and Summer 

Camp information and registration 
links 

 Oneota Learning Center plans 
 Newsletter Signup 
 Scharnberg Park campground, 

cabin, lodge and concession info 
 Request a program for your school 

or civic group 

New Website  

http://claycountyparks.com/
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Manager 
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With elongated days, warmer temperatures, and local discussion of the upcoming 
Clay County Fair, it is easy for one to believe Summer will soon be concluding.  
The last three months have proven to be very productive for CCCB operations.  The 
full-time and seasonal staff members continue to work on youth educational events 
and classes, park and campground maintenance projects, flood damage repairs, 
native prairie seeding efforts, mowing and spraying of invasive species, and 
building/construction projects.   

 

Scharnberg Park continues to be a very popular outdoor recreational venue in NW 
Iowa.  The park offers guests three fully furnished cabins and 63 campsites.  These 
overnight rentable opportunities, paired with the park’s swimming beach, watercraft 
rentals, seasonal concessionaire, playground, hiking trail, basketball court, enclosed 
picnic shelter, and much more, provide park guests with a plethora of outdoor 
activities.  I contribute much of Scharnberg Park’s success to the dedication and 
hard work rendered from our campground hosts and beach staff employees.  Their 
efforts and commitment to our annual objectives and goals, speak volumes 
regarding the positive experiences our guest encounter at Scharnberg Park.  It is not 
uncommon to witness several hundred visitors and guests on any giving weekend in 
the park.  I suggest campers who may be interested in staying with us at Scharnberg 
Park, to contact the CCCB office and/or follow us online, to receive daily updates 
on campsite and cabin availability, as well as upcoming public events offered in the 
park.     

 

With current dry weather and conducive atmospherics, the CCCB staff is continuing 
repairs and reconstruction projects to eight park and recreational areas that were 
previously subject to severe flood conditions during the past 12 months.  These 
repairs include: debris removal, roadway and parking area reconstruction, reseeding 
of hiking trails and prescribed fire burn breaks, reconstruction of fishing jetties and 
armoring of shorelines, fence line reconstruction, and much more.  These repairs 
will be addressed in the upcoming months while prioritizing efforts on recreational 
areas that are subject to high volume recreational usage.   

 

On a personal note, my family continues to do well, as we have recently enjoyed 
time outdoors on NW Iowa’s amazing fisheries in pursuit of walleyes.  We also 
found success earlier this season as we hunted Wild Turkeys during April and May.  
We look ahead to 
the upcoming 
hunting and 
trapping seasons 
with goals to 
harvest waterfowl, 
upland birds, deer, 
and Iowa 
furbearers.     

 

I look forward to 
seeing you in the 
parks! 

 

“Semper Fi” 

 

Will Horsley 
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Calendar of Events 
2019-2020 

Scharnberg Park Halloween Activities and Hike October 5th, 2019  

Nature activities starting at 5:00 until 6:00pm. The annual Halloween Hike at Scharnberg Park will 

start at 6:00 pm.   

Family Nature Club STARLAB Session 1 October 24, 2019 6:00 pm 

We know finding time to get outside can be tough and that figuring out what to do once outside can be 
even more difficult. Explore the natural world with your family. Register for one or all. Space is limited! 
Online registration required. Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Scharnberg Park Trout Release October 26th, 12:00 pm 

The Clay County Conservation Board and Iowa DNR will replenish Scharnberg Lake's population of trout. 

After the trout stocking, the lake will be open to fish by all individuals with an Iowa fishing license and 

trout stamp. The event is part of the Iowa DNR's Urban Lakes Trout Program, which is an effort to 

introduce trout fishing to more people across the state.  

Family Nature Club Session 2 November 2, 2019 10:00 am 

We know finding time to get outside can be tough and that figuring out what to do once outside can be 

even more difficult. Explore the natural world with your family. Register for one or all. Space is limited! 

Online registration required. Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Trailblazers 4th-8th  Session 1 November 18th 9-11:30 

Don’t climb the walls at home during no school days, go on an ADVENTURE! Learn the skills needed for a 
lifetime of outdoor adventures. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online registration required. 
Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Nature Explorers K-3rd Session 1 November 25th 3:30-5:00 

Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Oneota 
Cabin located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online 
registration required. Registration September 30th. Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 
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Calendar of Events 

Schools Out Camp Nature Explorers K-3rd Session 2 November 26th 3:30-5:00 

Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Oneota 
Cabin located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online 
registration required. Registration September 30th. Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Winter Woodland Frolic December 6th  5:00-7:00pm  

The Frolic features your favorite frosty- night activities: cookie decorating, lighted trail hike, wagon ride, 

and silent auction. Keep warm by the fire or with a hot drink. All proceeds from the Frolic will go to help 

create the vision of Oneota Environmental Learning Center. 

Schools Out Camp Trailblazers 4th-8th  Session 2 December 9th 9-11:30  

Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Oneota Cabin 

located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online registration 
required. Registration September 30th. Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Nature Explorers K-3rd Session 3 December 20th 1:30-3:30 

Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Oneota 

Cabin located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online 

registration required. Registration September 30th. Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Nature Explorers K-3rd Session 4 December 23rd 9:00-11:30 

Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Oneota 

Cabin located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online 

registration required. Registration September 30th. Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Trailblazers 4th-8th  Session 3 December 23rd 12:30-3:00  

Don’t climb the walls at home during no school days, go on an ADVENTURE! Learn the skills needed for a 

lifetime of outdoor adventures. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online registration required. 

Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 
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Calendar of Events 

Family Nature Club Session 3 January 18, 2020 10:00 am 

We know finding time to get outside can be tough and that figuring out what to do once outside can be 

even more difficult. Explore the natural world with your family. Register for one or all. Space is limited! 

Online registration required. Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Trailblazers 4th-8th  Trailblazers 4th-8th Session 4 January 20th 9-11:30 

Don’t climb the walls at home during no school days, go on an ADVENTURE! Learn the skills needed for a 

lifetime of outdoor adventures. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online registration required. 

Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Nature Explorers K-3rd Session 5 February 17th 9:00-11:30 

Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Oneota 

Cabin located off 10th Ave. SE, south of the high school. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online 

registration required. Registration September 30th. Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Schools Out Camp Trailblazers 4th-8th  Session 5 February 18th 9-11:30 

Don’t climb the walls at home during no school days, go on an ADVENTURE! Learn the skills needed for a 

lifetime of outdoor adventures. Register for one or all. Space is limited! Online registration required. 

Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Earth Day Party April 22, 2020 

Celebrate your connection to the Earth with play, plant, and pretend. Special Earth Day family-fun 

activities.  

Family Nature Club Earth Day Celebration April 25, 2020 10:00am  

We know finding time to get outside can be tough and that figuring out what to do once outside can be 

even more difficult. Explore the natural world with your family. Register for one or all. Space is limited! 

Online registration required. Registration September 30th . Online registration at 

https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx 

Wings and Wetland May 8th and 9th 2020 

To  celebrate our unique ’prairie pothole’  region. Join FUN and FREE activities for the whole family!  
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2019 Summer Days 

It’s hard to believe that summer is 
almost gone. We had an amazing 
summer filled with camps and public 
programs at Clay County 
Conservation Board. We had 13 
summer camps offered at Oneota 

Park.  

Getting students outside is probably 
the most important aspect of our 
education model. It has been proven 
that increased outdoor time benefits 
cognitive functioning, reduces 
symptoms of attention deficit 
disorder, and increases self-
discipline and emotional well-being. 
Clay County Conservation Board 
continues to help address the 
growing need to introduce and 
engage today’s youth in the natural 
world. Every camp or classroom 
program we offer is designed to be 
fun, active, and engaging. They 
provide high quality environmental 
learning experiences through games, 
crafts, stories, and in-depth nature 

exploration.  

Naturalist Corner  

Did you know? 
 

Clay County Conservation Board Naturalist, Bree Blom, works with a lot of 
community partners throughout the summer. CCCB offers summer camps 
and public programs as well as working with other community partners. 
These community partners sponsor the programs, but it is CCCB naturalist 
led. Can’t get enough of the CCCB naturalist? Here are some other options 
to attend CCCB naturalist programs:   

·        Iowa State University Extension & Outreach Clay County 
offers SPIN (Special Interest) programs that are free, but you just 
have to sign up. Programming schedule usually comes out the first 
of the year.  
  
·         The Clay County Heritage Center offers summer camp 
programs with the CCCB Naturalist. You need to register and 
there is a small fee. Schedule and registration are usually in April.  
  
·         All area libraries in Clay County do programing with the 
CCCB Naturalist. See your local library for their schedule and 
information.   
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Muddy Faces, Toothy 

Smiles, Outdoor 

Exploration 
Every donation counts towards nature 

education  

CATEGORIES 

 

 $5 Beetle  

 

 $15 Dragonfly 

 

 $20 Robin 

 

 $50 Salamander  

 

 $100 Honey Bee  

 

 $200 Bald Eagle  

 

 Other Amount : Name your Creature 

_________   

Please Contact: OCF at 712-262-2187 

Oneota Environmental Learning  

Center Support  

 
Name  

 

Address 

 

City  

 

State    Zip  

 
Phone Number 

 
Email 

 

 

Make checks payable to the Oneota Conservation 
Foundation.  Fill out this section of the brochure, tear it 
off and mail it with your contribution to: Oneota 
Conservation Foundation 420 10th Ave SE Spencer, IA 
51301 
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Address Service Requested  

Clay County Conservation Board  

420 10th Ave. SE  

Spencer, IA 51301 

 

Clay County Conservation 
Board honey is ready! Honey 
bottles can be purchased at 

the CCCB office.  

Email:  

Newsletter Inquiry 

bblom@co.clay.ia.us  

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the Scharnberg Park 

Cabin  

Maple Cabin $100.00/night 

Pine Cabin $125.00/night 

Oak Cabin $150.00/night  

Check availability by calling  

712-262-2187 

@ClayCCB 


