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Nature Notes
Ocheydan Gun Range Update

The Ocheydan Gun Range provides a public s
shooting area for lowa sportsmen and
sportswomen to have a safe place to
practice with their firearms. Safe shooting
environments foster an attitude of firearms
safety and respect where shooters can
develop the knowledge and skills necessary
to practice safe firearm use. This public
shooting facility has been under construction
this past fall and winter. The renovation will
feature new 10 yard and 15-yard pistol
bays. The build also established a new 200
-yard range. The 100-yard range was
moved to accommodate the new 200-yard
range.

Yet to be completed are new accessible :
shooting benches and discharge containers. The shooting range is open
year round and located 3 miles west of Spencer on B24 (350* St.).
Please observe the range rules and enjoy the renovations in a safe
matter.
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With current ascending temperatures and the first sightings of

migrating birds into Clay County, it is easy for one feel a sense of
optimism that Spring is almost here. The Clay County Conservation
Board Conservation Board (CCCB) Staff has been busy completing

= I annual recertifications and specialized training in order to pursue
1 upcoming operations. These training courses provide in-depth learning

objectives on prescribed fire operations, OSHA requirements,
pesticide /chemical applications, and law enforcement updates. This
annual training is essential, while the CCCB Staff serve in a plethora of
diverse roles and applications. The Winter months also present a
great time for the CCCB Staff to conduct primary maintenance on all
vehicles, implements, tools, trailers, UTVs/ATVs and other specialized
work equipment.

The Ocheyedan Shooting Range has been a very popular over the last
few months as firearms and shooting enthusiasts have enjoyed the
recreational area. The CCCB staff has vested much time and resources
into enhancing the safety, professionalism, and usability of the range.
This public shooting range now offers 200, 100, 50, 25, 15, and 7
yard ranges and promotes all genres of the shooting sport to public
users. In addition, the CCCB Staff is currently designing and building
new concrete shooting benches to replace old shooting wooden
structures. These new shooting structures will provide a solid
foundation for shooters who practice a high degree of marksmanship
in order to promote accuracy.

On a personal note, my family continues to do well, as we have
enjoyed the Winter season. We have enjoyed sledding and building
snow forts, as well as ice fishing at Scharnberg Park and the Schmerse
Wildlife Area. Our future goals are to hunt wild turkeys, fish big
walleyes, and plant our wildlife habitat plots in the months ahead.

| look forward to seeing you in the parksl!
“Semper Fi”
Will Horsley
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Calendar of Lvenlts
2020 Summer

Earth Day Trash Pickup April 22, 2020 4:30pm-5:30pm
We will start at Oneota Park. Travel on the Spencer Community trail system. Clay County
Conservation Board will provide trash bags.

Family Nature Club Earth Day Celebration April 25, 2020 10:00am—11:00 am

Scharnberg Park we will play Earth Day Trivia and go geocaching will picking up trash.
Space is limited! Online registration required. Online registration at
https:/ /www.mycountyparks.com/County/Clay.aspx

Wings and Wetland May 8th 2020 6:00pm-7:30 pm

Come enjoy a night in Scharnberg Park. With demonstrations, nature crafts, and fun
activities. Explore the trails and discover Iowa native birds with live bird presentations

Adult Nature Camps

Adult Summer Camp Adult Summer Camp

Gun safety Ladies night Nature Survival

June 15 and June 16 5:30pm-7:00pm June 17 5:30pm-7:00pm

Looking for a way to just feel more comfortable with Think you know what it takes to survive in the wild?

guns? Gun aren’t your thing? Look no further! This class is ~ Challenge yourself in the ultimate nature adventure. Learn
designed specifically for women that teach the basics

of safe gun handling, storing, and shooting in a calm,
collective and friendly environment. We will spend the
15t at Oneota Park and the 16t at the gun range. This ) ) :
class is for 18+. Must attend both classes. Online registration required.
registration required.

how to prepare yourself with shelter building skills, fire
starting, and cooking. Are you up for the challenge? This
class is for 18+. Camp registration April 1st. Online

Adult Summer Camp

Nature Exploring

June 18 5:30pm-7:00pm

Who says adults are too old to play in nature? Throw the schedules, plans, and timelines
out the window while exploring nature. Breathe in the fresh air and just play! This camp is
full of discovery with captivating opportunities to explore and learn more about the
natural world around us. This class is for 18+. Camp registration April 1st. Online
registration required.




Summer Camp 2020

Camp registration opens April 1st!

Register online 1s required at
www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, Clay County
For more information CCCB office
712-262-2187

Trailblazers (going ints) 4% through 8t grades
Fishing Camp Session 1

June 23-24 7:30am— 2:00pm

Whether you're an expert or beginner

Nature Explorers (g0ing into) 20d-3rd grades
Croak and Trill Camp

June 10 9:00am - 2:30pm

Amphibian fun at Oneota Park. Tadpoles, frogs
and toads - this will be a hopping good time!

fisherman/woman who would like to catch fish, this is
the ultimate fishing experience for you. This camp is
for all fishing abilities. Campers participating in the
summer camp fishing program are taught how to bait
Trailblazers (going into) 4 through 8t grades the hook, how to reel in and net, and how to clean and
Fishing Camp Session 2

June 25-26 7:30am— 2:00pm
Whether you're an expert or beginner

prepare the fish for cooking.

Trailblazers (going into) 4 through 8t grades
Fishing Camp Session 3

June 29-30 7:30am— 2:00pm

Whether you're an expert or beginner

fisherman/woman who would like to catch fish,
this is the ultimate fishing experience for you.

This camp is for all fishing abilities. Campers

participating in the summer fisherman/woman who would like to catch fish, this

camp fishing program are taught how to bait the is the ultimate fishing experience for you. This camp

hook. how to reel in and net. and how to clean is for all fishing abilities. Campers participating in the

and prepate the fish for cooking. summer camp fishing program are taught how to bait

the hook, how to reel in and net, and how to clean

and prepare the fish for cooking.

Toddler Tracks Camp Ages 2-4year-old with an adult ~ Nature Explorers (going into) 274 and 3rd grades
Session 1 July 7 9:00am-10:00am Nature Dissection Camp
Caregiver and child discover the wonders of nature together, July 7 12:00pm — 3:30pm

hand in hand. Venture through the forest and dash through
the prairie of sensory outdoor fun! We will meet animals,
play games, and sing songs. A parent or guardian must
accompany each child in this camp.

Mud Day
July 8 9:00am-11:30am

muddy good time.

Wild Child (gozng into) Kindergarten and 1st grades

Join us for a day morning celebrating mud! Explore the properties of mud and
the living things found in it, while exploring Oneota Park. This is sure to be a

Come experience unique and hands-on science

experiments. Through interactive learning experiences,
campers discover answers to various science questions
and see why science is super cool. We will be exploring
the worlds of biology and anatomy through dissections
and analyzing the insides.




Summer Camps 2020

Toddler Tracks Camp Ages 2-4-year-old with an adult

Session 2 July 9 9:00am-10:00am

Caregiver and child discover the wonders of nature together,
hand in hand. Venture through the forest and dash through the

prairie of sensory outdoor fun! We will meet animals, play games,

Nature Explorers (going into) 2nd and 34 grades
Mussels and Clams

July 9 12:00pm — 3:30pm

Splashy good time while getting an up-close look at
mussels and clams in their habitat! Adventure awaits

at Oneota Park. We will explore who and what calls

and sing songs. A parent or guardian must accompany each child  peota Park pond home.

in this camp.

Wild Child (going into) Kindergarten and 1st grades
Oneota Adventure Day

July 10 9:00am-11:30am

What does it take to be a real adventurer? Explore

wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders of
prairie, forest, and wetland habitats.

Wild Child (going into) Kindergarten and 1st grades
Splash Camp

July 21 1:30pm-4:00pm

What makes a splash at Oneota Park? We will discover

what rivers, ponds, lakes, and wetlands have in common.

Toddler Tracks Camp Ages 2-4-year-old W/an
adult

Session 4 July 23 1:30pm-2:30pm

Caregiver and child discover the wonders of nature
together, hand in hand. Venture through the forest and

dash through the prairie of sensory outdoor fun! We will

meet animals, play games and sing songs. A patrent or

guardian must accompany each child in this camp.

Nature Explorers (going into) 274 and 3rd grades
Explore Camp

July 28 9:00am — 2:30pm

Get an up-close look at animals in their habitats! Solve
clues as you explore the mysteries of the natural world.
Explore wildlife at Oneota Park. Discover the wonders
of prairie, forest, and wetland habitats. Nature crafts,

animal games, and hands-on investigation activities.

River Ramblers (going into) 6™ through 8t grades
July 14th noon — July 16t 4pm Two-night overnight

Enjoy two-night overnight camping trip with friends from Clay,

Plymouth and Cherokee counties. This event includes canoeing

safety, a canoeing adventure on the Little Sioux River, two-night
overnight stay, food, fun and s’mores.

Toddler Tracks Camp Ages 2-4-year-old W/an adult

Session 3 July 22 1:30pm-2:30pm

Caregiver and child discover the wonders of nature together, hand
in hand. Venture through the forest and dash through the prairie of
sensory outdoor fun! We will meet animals, play games and sing
songs. A parent or guardian must accompany each child in this
camp.

Wild Child (going into) Kindergarten and 1st grades
Grasshoppers

July 24 1:30pm-4:00pm

Travel with us to wild places around Oneota Park in search of
wonderful and wacky wildlife. Campers are sure to have a blast
learning and visiting different biomes as we explore animal

adaptations up-close.

Trailblazers (going into) 4 through 8t grades

Nature Digital Detox

July 31 9:00am-2:30pm

The first Clay County Conservation renowned tech-free day
camp where attendees give up their gadgets in exchange for an
off-the-grid experience. Go on an ADVENTURE! Learn the
skills needed for a lifetime of outdoor adventures. Learn how to
read nature and prepare yourself for survival using basic first
aid, map reading, fire starting, leadership, tracking, and shelter
building skills learned along the way.



Farewell

Elaine Orthmann

The Clay County Conservation Board Members and Staff
would like to congratulate Elaine Orthmann on her recent and
well-deserved retirement. Elaine served as the CCCB’s office
manager for 12 years, where her hard work, remarkable
communication skills, and superior dedication promoted the
departments’ success. We extend our deepest gratitude and
praise for all of her efforts, while we considered her one of
the CCCB’s most valuable assets.

While we are saddened to see her go, we are confident she
will find the highest level of success and happiness in her
retirement. We wish Elaine the absolute best in her future
endeavors as her retirement begins.

Welcome new staff member

Therese Trojahn

It has been a wonderful learning experience since |
started working at CCCB in November of 2019. | tried to
learn as much as | could from Elaine Orthmann prior to her
retirement and am continuing to learn each and every
day. The Clay County Conservation Board is a great
place to work. Everyone here is dedicated to making the
county a better place for everyone to live and enjoy!

| am originally from Emmetsburg, growing up on a farm
with my parents and four brothers. | attended lowa Lakes
Community College for two years graduating from the
Clerical program and then from the Accounting Specialist
program. | started my working career in Ames but soon
came back home to Northwest lowa. | continued my
education while | was employed at Witco by attending
night classes at Buena Vista graduating with a B.A. in
accounting.

My husband, Steve, and | have made our home in
Spencer. | am a long-time member of the Spencer Women
of Today. | look forward to working with the staff at
CCCB to continue making Clay County an inviting place to
work and play!

Therese and husband Steve



Welcome new board member
Sheritfa Jones

Sheriffa grew up on an acreage outside of Sioux City and has always enjoyed the
outdoors. The third of nine children she grew up learning how to “live off the land”. This
included: gardening, hunting, fishing, and of course learning all the different ways to cook
what you brought home!

In 2003, shortly after graduating from lowa State University, she accepted an AmeriCorps
position in Cascade Locks, Oregon. She enjoyed living in the Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area. Following AmeriCorps, she decided to stay in Oregon to attend
graduate school, where she was also the John Yeon Graduate Research Fellow and worked
to preserve a designed landscape. In 2006, she graduated from the University of Oregon
with a MS in Historic Preservation and minor in Nonprofit Management. Due to her now
husbands’ job with the DNR, she
moved to Spencer following
graduation. She has worked with
severdl organizations during her
professional career focusing on
natural and cultural resources. Her
experience includes fundraising,
grant writing, nonprofit
management and community
development. She and her
husband, Darrin, have two
children, Olivia and Gavin. Olivia
and Gavin have benefitted
greatly from the various nature
camps (and birthday parties) that
they are able to attend at the
Clay County Conservation Board.
She and her family also enjoy
being in nature and experiencing
it first-hand. She is an avid hiker,
cyclist, kayaker, photographer,
foodie and gardener. Sheriffa is
honored to have a role with the Clay County Conservation Board. She looks forward to
assisting in the continuation of great educational opportunities and natural resource
stewardship for residents and visitors of Clay County.




Clay County Conservation Board
420 10th Ave. SE
Spencer, I1A 51301

Address Service Requested

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the Scharnberg Park
Cabin
Maple Cabin $100.00/night
Pine Cabin $125.00/night
Oak Cabin $150.00/night

Check availability by calling
712-262-2187

Email: @ClayCCB

Newsletter Inquiry @ n
bblom@co.clay.ia.us



