CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
Fall 2021

Volume 5, Issue 11

Nature Notes

Facility Reservations
Did you know that you can now reserve the cabins, shelter and some campsites at Scharnberg Park and the Lodge at
Oneota on-line? We have made it easy for you to be able to make your reservation at any time of the day or night and from any
place that has internet. Dreaming about camping at Scharnberg Park this summer? No problem, just go to www.mycountyparks.com
pick your site, book it and rest assured that you will have a camping site when you pull into the park.
Here are a few easy steps to get you started:
Go to www.mycountyparks.com. You will need to register as a new user if you have not already done so.
Click on “Login” in the upper right of screen and then “Create an Account” box in middle of the screen.
Complete the required information indicated by a red *. The only tricky part is that your password must be at least 4
characters and no more than 8 and must include one upper case alpha letter, one lower case alpha character and one
number and no special characters.
Once you have that done, you will receive an email letting you know that you are set up and ready to make reservations!
Again, go back to www.mycountyparks.com and log-in and click on “Counties” on the top bar. This will display a map of Iowa where
you can click on Clay county or a list of counties for you to pick Clay county. On the Clay county site, choose Facilities and you will
see a list of the cabins, campsites, Scharnberg Shelter and Oneota Lodge that can be reserved. Click on a Facility and then “Check
Availability”. Once you find a date that works with your schedule, click on “Book Now” and you will be able to make your
reservation.
Www.mycountyparks.com has lots of information about all of our wildlife area and parks. Check it out! There are lots of
opportunities for you to get out and enjoy nature in Clay County!
Remember that with just a few minutes and clicks of the mouse, you will have your reservation finalized!
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As daily temperatures slowly diminish, there is little doubt the Fall season is finally
upon us. The Clay County Conservation Board (CCCB) continues to successfully
address seasonal duties and work objectives to include wildlife area preservations,
native habitat enhancements, native prairie seeding efforts, the development of new
wildlife areas, and the winterization of parks and equipment.
I’m excited to report the CCCB is collaborating with the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources on a four-year prairie renovation effort at the “Nelson Tract”. This 100acre parcel is located in eastern Clay County and offers a very unique prairie
component to the Barringer Slough Complex. The Barringer Slough Complex
encompasses 1,526 acres and supports a plethora of Iowa native wildlife and
ecological species. All types of public outdoor recreation are offered in this
wetland complex, as the Barringer Slough area is a very popular location for
hiking, birding, kayaking, canoeing, trapping, fishing, and hunting.
The combined effort to reestablish these prairie acres is centered on suppressing
invasive cool-season grasses and non-herbaceous (woody) plant species,
conditioning the landscape to promote high quality organic matter, fixing all
essential nutrients for future prairie plant develop, and successfully seeding a
superior and diverse native seed ecotype mix across these acres. Upon native plant
germination, the CCCB will continue mechanical treatments on the reestablished
prairie acres to combat annual broadleaf weeds. The long-term goal for this
prairie renovation project is to restore acres back to a healthy and high-quality
native prairie ecosystem, which supports diverse communities of native wildflowers
and grasses. Furthermore, these acres will provide essential habitat for Iowa’s
native wildlife populations, store carbon for improved local air quality, mitigate soil
erosion/runoff, and promote water quality in Clay County.
On a personal note, my family continues to do well! The last few months have been
filled with youth activities and athletic events, spending time with family, progressing
with our small Angus cattle herd, and preparing for the upcoming hunting seasons.
We look forward to pursuing deer, waterfowl, and upland bird in the months
ahead.
I look forward to seeing you in the parks!
“Semper Fi”

Will Horsley
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Calendar of Public Events
Fall 2021
Registration online is required at www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, Clay County
For more information Bree: bblom@claycounty.iowa.gov 712-262-2187

Light up the Hike November 13th
Oneota Park Open Air Shelter
4:30pm
Days are getting shorter, but the fun
doesn’t have to stop when the sun goes
down. Build your own lantern and take it
with you as we watch the forest get darker
and darker.

Winter Adventure Day December 20th
Kids in grade K-3rd 9:00am – 11:30am
A morning of fun and educational programming includes
hiking, crafts, and games. Activities will be weather
dependent but they are sure to be fun. Dress for
weather! Winter gear is mandatory! (hat, jacket, gloves,
snow boots and snow pants.) Online registration
required.

Nature Candy Cane Hunt December 4th
East Leach Park1:00pm
Join City of Spencer and Clay County Conservation
Board. Bring the family and hike the park trails at
East Leech Park together with the County Naturalist
in search of hidden candy canes on trees, bushes,
and logs. We will discuss the history of the candy
cane and what is going on with the animals in the
woods during the winter.

Toddler Tracks Animals in Winter
December 22nd
Oneota Park 1:30pm
Caregiver and child discover the wonders of nature
together, hand in hand. A parent or guardian must
accompany each child in this camp. Ages 2-4-year
old with an adult.
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Oneota Environmental Learning Center Fundraiser
Oneota Environmental Learning Center FUNDRAISER
Drawing will be Friday, December 3rd 7:00pm
$10 for a chance l $50 for 6 chances l $100 for 12 chances
Do not need to be present to win! All proceeds from the Frolic will go to help create the vision
of Oneota Environmental Learning Center To get tickets contact Bree
bblom@claycounty.iowa.gov

Summer Wrap-up
2021 Summer Days
It’s hard to believe that summer is almost gone. We had an
amazing summer filled with camps and public programs at
Clay County Conservation Board. We had 24 summer camps
offered around Clay County.
Getting students outside is probably the most important
aspect of our education model. It has been proven that
increased outdoor time benefits cognitive functioning, reduces
symptoms of attention deficit disorder, and increases selfdiscipline and emotional well-being. Clay County
Conservation Board continues to help address the growing
need to introduce and engage today’s youth in the natural
world. Every camp or classroom program we offer is
designed to be fun, active, and engaging. They provide high
quality environmental learning experiences through games,
crafts, stories, and in-depth nature exploration.
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Farewell
Park Ranger Mike Skonhovd

Mike and Beau

Retirement Party Fun!

After 34 years of service, CCCB Park
Ranger, Mike Skonhovd presented his
letter of resignation and has elected
to begin a new chapter in his life.
Officer Skonhovd’s resignation letter
was officially accepted in November,
and he retired in early January.
During his three decades of service
to the CCCB, Mike was assigned a
plethora of challenging work
objectives, law enforcement duties,
and environmental/natural resourcebased tasks. His communication skills
and personality were always held
with the highest regard while he
served every visitor and park guest
with dignity and respect. Mike’s
years of dedicated hard work have
been the foundation of the past,
current and future success at
Scharnberg Park.
Officer Skonhovd is excited to spend
his retirement dedicating more time
to his family, friends, and additional
service to his community.
The Clay County Conservation Board
is very grateful to Officer Skonhovd
for his years of tireless service, as
Mike truly is the epitome of
dedication and commitment.
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Welcome Park Ranger
Beau Hoppe
My name is Beau Hoppe and I am the newest
addition to Clay County Conservation as a Park
Ranger. I graduated from Spencer High School in
2003 and Buena Vista University in 2009 with a
degree in Environmental Science. Before coming to
Clay County Conservation I was a technician for
Story County Conservation for 11 years. My wife
Emily and I have been married for 11 years and
have two amazing daughters. We enjoy doing
anything outside including riding bikes, hiking,
playing at the parks and we love being closer to
Lake Okoboji. In my free time I enjoy wood working,
fishing and a little hunting. My family and I are very
excited for our new adventure with Clay County
Conservation.

The Hoppe Family

6

AmeriCorps
The Adventures
The AmeriCorps Naturalist, Britney, continues to
enjoy serving alongside Bree to meet the goals
of the education team at Clay County
Conservation. As an AmeriCorps member, she
loves to help the youth explore outdoors, try
new experiences, and ultimately get a smile on
the face of all who come to the programs. Her
current service term began in December 2020
and ended in September 2021. Britney is
currently a full time naturalist at Dickinson
County Conservation Board.
Summer Camp 2021 is officially wrapped up!
This summer, the Clay County Conservation
Board Environmental Education team offered
over 25 summer camps! Beginning in the early
weeks of June, the CCCB environmental
education staff enjoyed partnership camps
with Arts on Grand and Clay County Heritage
Center. Over 350 attendees attended at least
one of the many nature camps offered to local
youth. Nature camps provide a chance for kids
to spend time outside and make new
discoveries.
Fishing, fire building, net dipping, and hiking
are just a few of the activities accomplished
over the summer. The CCCB had a generous
donation of fishing rods come in earlier this
year. Our fishing supplies sustained the over
70 campers we had come to our numerous
fishing camps. Special thanks to Stan’s Bait
Shop in Milford, Iowa for supplying our bait all
summer!
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Clay County Conservation Board
420 10th Ave. SE
Spencer, IA 51301
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Enjoy a relaxing stay at the
Scharnberg Park Cabins
OPEN ALL YEAR LONG
Maple Cabin $100.00/night
Pine Cabin $125.00/night
Oak Cabin $150.00/night
Check availability by
Www.Mycountyparks.com, Clay County, Facilities

Email:
Newsletter Inquiry
bblom@claycounty.iowa.gov

@ClayCCB
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