
   

Nature Notes  

CLAY COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD 
Spring 2022 Volume 6, Issue 12 

Dear Friends, 
 
“We will conserve what we love, love what we understand, and understand what we are taught.” Andrew H Knoll 

 
The Clay County Conservation Board and Oneota Conservation Foundation both strive together 
to provide excellent learning opportunities for the children in our area. Attendance at our 
conservation educational and recreational programs has increased over the years. The quality 
and number of programs provided by staff and volunteers continues to improve each year as 
well. Now is the time to create a permanent home for these efforts. 
Several years ago, the Clay County Conservation board was gifted a building that needed to 
be moved. Plans were developed to make this an educational center to invest in the education 
of our local population, with children specifically in mind. This “new” revised building will allow a 
home-base for our naturalist to host school field trips, summer and winter camps, civic groups and 
families as they explore our country’s natural resources and wildlife. 
We are committed to providing quality programming by investing in the future. The future includes 
educating our residents about the value of the outdoors in the lives of individuals and families. 
Our greatest desire is to provide learning and recreational opportunities close to home. We want 
to demonstrate our commitment to our future - the natural environment and education of the 
next generation and generations to come. 
We appreciate your time and input, and we look forward to the completion of this project with 
your support. 
Clay County Conservation Board of Directors & Oneota Conservation Foundation.  
More information on page 7.  

Join us Today 

Muddy Faces, Toothy Smiles, 

Outdoor Exploration 

Every donation counts 

towards nature education  
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 With the snow melting at the cyclic rate and the predictions of 
ascending daily temperatures, it is exciting for one to feel a strong sense of 
Spring optimism.  The Clay County Conservation Board (CCCB) staff 
continues to be very busy as preparations are currently being made for 
upcoming Spring/Summer operations.  The early Spring serves as a perfect 
time for CCCB Staff to work up the 2022 wildlife management plans, as 
they directly pertain to upcoming wildlife habitat objectives in the 
recreational areas and parks.  These wildlife management plans provide 
short- and long-term ecological objectives and native habitat goals, and 
furthermore promote the future success of all native wildlife species in NW 

Iowa.   

The Riverton Wildlife Area has been a very popular during the last few 
months as the CCCB and Clay County Pheasants Forever chapter work 
together to conclude a 35-acre property addition to the existing 160-acre 
recreational complex.  Preparations are currently underway as native prairie 
seeding plans and wildlife food plot planting efforts will commence as soon 
as the Spring weather allows.  These future efforts will promote ecological 
diversity and high-quality wildlife habitat, furthermore, promoting all Iowa 
native wildlife species success.  These 35 additional acres will serve the 
public well as outdoor enthusiasts now be offered the ability to go hiking, 

fishing, birding, trapping, and hunting along the Ocheyedan River Corridor.     

On a personal note, my family continues to do well as we have enjoyed the 
2021 Winter season.  We have enjoyed sledding and riding our UTV in the 
snow.  Our future goals are to enjoy Spring while hunting wild turkeys, 
pursuing walleyes, and enjoying our time with family and close friends during 

the months ahead.   

I look forward to seeing you in the parks! 

“Semper Fi” 

Will Horsley 
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Winnie’s Nature Playscape at Oneota Park 

Winifred Schoenewe “Winnie” was the light that brightened any room she went into. Her spunky and kind heart led to the 

plan of building a nature playscape at Oneota Park. 

 Why - We are helping to bring healthy risk and adventure back into the lives of children!  Adventure playgrounds are 
places where kids can freely experiment and create with loose materials.  They are places for kids to get messy, get 

creative, and take risks! 

Play - Play is absolutely crucial for healthy development of the children’s brains, bodies, and spirits.  So many kids today 
are deprived of the basic right to play, as academic and social pressures displace unstructured free time.  Kids need to 
mess around, to experiment, to imagine, and to take some risks!  It is our mission to help create beautiful environments that 

support children’s right to play outside. 

Winnie’s Playscape at Oneota Park is a project that Clay County Conservation has been developing for the community 
over several years. The natural playscape is nearly an acre in size and features a log swing, sand pit, tunnels and rock 
pile in a wooded environment. The latest addition to Winnie's Playscape is a child-safe water pump installed using 5-2-1-

0 grant funds.  

Come out and explore Winnie’s Nature Playscape at Oneota Park! 
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Calendar of Public Events  
Summer 2022  

Registration online is required at www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, Clay County  

For more information Bree: bblom@claycounty.iowa.gov 712-262-2187 

Trailblazers (going into)  4th-8th Grade 

Water, Wilderness and Explore 

June 9th and June 10th 9:00AM-3:00PM 

Enjoy a two-all day camp with friends from Dickinson county. This event 
includes two locations to discover. Thursday, June 9th will be Schmerse 
Wildlife Area, 2535 280th Street, Fostoria, IA. Dive into the world of water 
by catching fish, sampling water, and netting for aquatic life. Friday, June 
10th will be Horseshoe Bend Wildlife Area, 1924 240th Street, Milford, IA. 
Train in skills of wilderness survival and stealth. Blend in with the forest and 

learn animal tracking. Must attend both days. Mandatory online 
registration opens April 1st!  

Scharnberg Campground Programs 

Morning at the Pond 

June 11th 8:30AM  

Family Fishing at Scharnberg Park 

Clay County Conservation will provide the 

equipment for a morning of family fishing at 

Scharnberg Park! This program is designed for 

families so an adult will need to be present with 

the children. Mandatory online registration! 

Wild Child (going into) K-1st Grade 

Young Casters Camp at Scharnberg Park 

June 20th 8:30AM-11:00AM 

Spend the morning at Scharnberg Park where we will learn the 

basics of fishing and fish identification. Cast a line, use different 

lures, fish with live bait and master the art of unhooking your 

catch. Fish for the whole camp and become an expert angler. 

Mandatory online registration opens April 1st!  

Nature Explorers (going into)  2nd-3rd Grade 

Nature Mudd Bogging 

June 20th 12:30-3:00PM 

Join us for an afternoon celebrating mud! Explore the 

properties of mud and the living things found in it, 

while exploring Oneota Park. This is sure to be a 

muddy good time. Mandatory online registration 

opens April 1st!  

Nature Explorers (going into)  2nd-3rd Grade 

Young Casters Camp at Scharnberg Park 

June 21st 8:30AM-11:00AM 

Spend the morning at Scharnberg Park where we will learn the 
basics of fishing and fish identification. Cast a line, use different 
lures, fish with live bait and master the art of unhooking your 
catch. Fish for the whole camp and become an expert angler. 
Mandatory online registration opens April 1st!  

Wild Child (going into)  K-1st Grade 

Let’s Go Play 

June 21st 12:30PM-3:00PM 

Roll on a hill, make a mud pie, build a small dam 
and play games in the grass. Have fun in nature 
playing among hills, along streams, at a marsh and 
in our open spaces. Use your five senses to explore 
and enjoy Oneota Park. Mandatory online 
registration opens April 1st!  

Expeditions (going into) 7th-10th Grade  

Fish, Paddle, and Explore Camp at Dickens Pit  

June 23rd 8:30-12:00 

 Dive into the world of water by catching fish, sampling water, and 

netting for aquatic life. Paddle canoes on Dickens Pit. Explore the 

hidden world under the water’s surface. Mandatory online 

registration opens April 1st!  

Toddler Tracks Camp Ages 2-4 year old with adult  

Mud Camp 

July 7th 10:00 AM 

Spend the morning with your toddler making  mud 
discoveries at Oneota Park! Caregiver and child will 
participate in activities to develop motor, sensory, and 
awareness skills. Making mud tracks, and building mud pies 
campers will enjoy an morning immersed in nature. Prepare 
to get muddy. A parent or guardian must accompany each 
child in this camp. Mandatory online registration opens 
April 1st!  
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2022 Summer Events 

Toddler Tracks Camp Ages 2-4 year old with adult  

Splash Camp  

July 12th 1:30PM 

Caregiver and child enjoy water play Oneota Park style! What makes a 
splash at Oneota Park? We will discover what rivers, ponds, lakes, and 
wetlands have in common. Come prepared to get wet! A parent or 
guardian must accompany each child in this camp. Mandatory online 
registration opens April 1st!  

Wild Child (going into) K-1st  

Nature Investigators 

July 18th 9:00-11:30AM 

Travel with us to wild places around Oneota Park 

in search of wonderful and wacky wildlife. 

Campers are sure to have a blast learning and 

visiting different biomes as we explore animal 

adaptations up-close Mandatory online 

registration opens April 1st!  

Nature Explorers (going into) 2nd-3rd Grade 

Kids Rule 

July 18th 12:30-3:00 PM 

Join us where kids rule and the sky's the limit! We’ll use natural 

materials and some fun accessories to explore nature. During this 

camp, kids get to decide what and how we explore Oneota Park! 

Mandatory online registration opens April 1st!  

Trailblazers (going into) 4th-8th Grade  

Fish, Paddle, and Explore Camp at Scharnberg 
Park  

July 19th 9:00-1:30PM 

 Dive into the world of water by catching fish, 

sampling water, and netting for aquatic life. Paddle 

canoes on Scharnberg Park. Explore the hidden 

world under the water’s surface. Mandatory 

online registration opens April 1st!  

Trailblazers (going into)  4th-8th Grade 

Stealth, Archery and Wilderness Survival  

July 21st 9:00AM-1:30PM 

Train in skills of wilderness survival and stealth. Blend in 

with the forest, learning animal tracking and camouflage. 

Take to the range, practicing archery with arrow and 

bow. Mandatory online registration opens April 1st! 

Scharnberg Campground Programs 

Nature Bingo! 

July 23rd 10:00AM @ Scharnberg Park Open air shelter  

Practice your skills of observation and see if you can spot 
these bingo items found all around us at Scharnberg Park. 
One of the amazing things about the natural world is it 
changes every day. This program is designed for families so 
an adult will need to be present with the children. 
Participants will meet the naturalist at the open air shelter! 
Online registration.  

Adult Summer Camp 

Fish, Paddle, and Explore Dickens Pit 

August 3rd 1:00-3:00PM 

Dive into the world of water by catching fish, sampling water, and netting 

for aquatic life. Paddle canoes on Dickins Pit. This class is for 18+. 

Mandatory online registration! 

Adult Summer Camp 

Oneota Nature Survival  

August 2nd 9:00-11:30AM 

Think you know what it takes to survive in the wild? 

Challenge yourself in the ultimate nature adventure. 

Learn how to prepare yourself with shelter building 

skills, fire starting, and cooking. Are you up for the 

challenge? This class is for 18+. Mandatory online 

registration! 
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2022 Summer Partnership Events 

Trailblazers (going into)  4th-8th Grade 

Water, Wilderness and Explore 

June 9th and June 10th 9:00AM-3:00PM 

Enjoy a two-all day camp with friends from Dickinson county. This event includes two locations to 
discover. Thursday, June 9th will be Schmerse Wildlife Area, 2535 280th Street, Fostoria, IA. Dive 
into the world of water by catching fish, sampling water, and netting for aquatic life. Friday, June 
10th will be Horseshoe Bend Wildlife Area, 1924 240th Street, Milford, IA. Train in skills of 
wilderness survival and stealth. Blend in with the forest and learn animal tracking. Must attend both 

days. www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, Clay County Mandatory online 
registration opens April 1st!  

Dickinson and Clay Conservation Program 

Iowa State Extension Programs 

Grade K-3 ISU Extension and Outreach Clay County  

June 16th 9:00 AM-11:00 AM-Stolley Park Dip Netting 

July 14th 9:00 AM-11:00 AM-Oneota Park Muck Camp 

August 4th 9:00 AM-11:00 AM Scharnberg Park Fishing 

Please call ISU Extension to register 712-262-2264  

Grade 4-12 ISU Extension and Outreach Clay County  

June 8th 8:00 AM-10:00 AM-Dickens Pit Fly Fishing 

July 12th 9:00 AM-11:00 AM-Scharnberg Park Sink or Float Camp 

Please call ISU Extension to register 712-262-2264  

City of  Spencer Park Program 

WildFIT at Deerfield Park, July 6th 1:30PM 

Can you out lift an ant? Join us for a fun filled afternoon!  This 
program is designed for families so an adult will need to be 
present with the children. Participants will meet the naturalist 
at the open air shelter! Online registration. 

www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, Clay County  

Family Fishing at Stolley Park, July 23rd 12:30PM 

Clay County Conservation will provide the equipment for a 

morning of family fishing at Stolley Park! This program is 

designed for families so an adult will need to be present with 

the children. Online 

registration!www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, 

Clay County  

Nature + Archery + Outdoor Skills at Pete’s Pond, August 10th 10:00 AM 

Try a new skill. Take to the range, practicing archery with arrow and bow. This 

program is designed for families so an adult will need to be present with the children. 

Mandatory online registration! www.mycountyparks.com Events tab, 

Clay County  
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Oneota Environmental 

Learning Center 
The need to improve outdoor education has 
always been a goal of the CCCB. They were 
one of the first counties in northwest Iowa to 
develop a naturalist program and have 
continued to support environmental 
education. When the opportunity to acquire 
the building became available, the CCCB 
Board started working towards what 
became the concept of the Oneota 
Environmental Learning Center. The main 
goals and focus were:  
• Promote the concepts of natural resources, 

conservation, and land stewardship  

• Reaching out to more youth and young 

adults  

• Facilitating large scale educational events 

(100 or more students)  

• Foster awareness, curiosity and sensitivity 

of the natural world  

• Provide a safe, professional, and modern 

learning center  

• Promote more hands-on learning based on 

natural resources  

• Allow students to learn through physical 

activities (Field Trips)  

• Provide over-night and multiple day 

educational camps 

 

  YES, I will support the Oneota  

    Environmental Learning Center! 

 
     Enclosed is my gift of  

 

         Over $25,000 Name your animal: 

            __________________ 

 

          $10,000-$24,999 Bald Eagle 

 

       $5,000-$9,999 Trumpeter Swan 

 

      $1,000-$4,999 White-Tailed Deer 

  

         $500-$999 Sandhill Crane 

 

         $251-$499 American Badger 

 

         $100-$250 Honey Bee 

  

           $50-$99  Salamander 

 

I would like to Pledge $______________ per year for 
the next   ❑ 3 yr     ❑ 4 yr      ❑ 5 yr  

(Reminder invoice will be sent in December each 
year) 

NAME: _________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS: _____________________________ 
 

_______________________________________ 
 

CITY, ST, ZIP: __________________________ 

 

Call 712-262-2187 with questions. 
 

❑ Check Enclosed  

    (Payable to Oneota Conservation  

     Foundation 

     420 10th Ave., SE  Spencer, IA 51301) 
 

  

❑ Credit Card accepted through  

      Claycountyparks.com upper right  

      corner DONATE button 
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Address Service Requested  

Clay County Conservation Board  

420 10th Ave. SE  

Spencer, IA 51301 

 

Email:  

Newsletter Inquiry 

bblom@claycounty.iowa.gov  

Enjoy a relaxing stay at the  

Scharnberg Park Cabins  

OPEN ALL YEAR LONG 

Maple Cabin $100.00/night 

Pine Cabin $125.00/night 

Oak Cabin $150.00/night  

Check availability by  

Www.Mycountyparks.com, Clay County, Facilities 

@ClayCCB 


