
 

Clay County Conservation Board 

Meeting Minutes 

August 8, 2022 

 

The Clay County Conservation Board met on August 8, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the Oneota Lodge 

with a Zoom Meeting option.  The following participants being present: Lee Schoenewe; Ron 

Creswell; Hope Bumgarner; John Sheridan; Burlin Matthews; Bree Blom, CCCB Naturalist and 

Will Horsley, CCCB Director.   

#1.  Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.     

#2.  Approval of Agenda – Motion to approve the amended August 8, 2022 CCCB meeting 

agenda, with one addition to Old Business, by Hope, seconded by Ron, all in favor.  Motion 

carried.   

#3. Public Comments – NA 

#4.  Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the July 11, 2022 meeting minutes by Hope, 

seconded by Ron, all in favor.  Motion carried.    

#5.  Director Report – A report was provided on the current FY budget, Riverton Wildlife Area, 

Lost Island Park boat ramp renovation project, Kindlespire trail project, Scharnberg Park, 

Wanata Park, and FEMA.  Updates on wildlife habitat projects and food plot operations were 

discussed  

#6.  Naturalist Report – A report was provided on the CCCB’s current environmental education 

(EE) programs.  Programs were offered at Hope Haven, YMCA, ISU Extension, Spencer, Webb, 

and Everly Libraries, Oneota Park, and local Churches.  Bree reported her “Pop Up” programs 

have been well attended and are proving to be very successful.     

Old Business: 

#7.  Oneota Environmental Learning Center – A report/update was provided on the OELC 

project.  Documents drafted by Ahlers and Cooney law office were presented and reviewed.  

The documents will be reviewed by the Clay County B.O.S. and a public hearing will take place 

on August 23rd.  Upon the completion of the public hearing, the B.O.S. will be able to sign the 

required resolution and complete the REDL&G process.  

   

#8.  Clay County Law Enforcement Shooting Range – A 28E agreement/document was 

presented and reviewed.  This agreement is between all local and state law enforcement 

agencies, and pertains to future operations, maintenance, and safety of the training complex.  

This document will be reviewed for approval by the B.O.S. on August 9th.  Motion to approve 

and sign the 28E agreement by Hope, seconded by John, all in favor.  Motion carried 

 



 

New Business: 

#9. Ocheyedan River – A report was provided on the Ocheyedan River as it traverses through 

the northern property-line at Scharnberg Park.  During high water events the river currents 

continue to erode soil away from the southern bank at Scharnberg Park causing significant 

amounts of damage annually.  It has been suggested the only way to mitigate future erosion is 

to armor the southern riverbank with larger class rip/rap and rock.  A permit through the IDNR 

has been submitted and discussions with the neighboring landowners has been completed.  

There was discussion on the potential expense of this project and if any funding sources may be 

available outside of Clay County.  More research will be completed on potential funding sources 

and when it may be feasible to begin this work.   

#10. Scharnberg Park – A report was provided on Scharnberg Park regarding condition of 

environmental resources in area, volume of guests in the campground and cabins, revenue 

generated over the last three fiscal years, and ecological and economical future goals.  There 

was discussion on the increased numbers of park guests, and renters, who have frequented the 

park in the last three years.  It was suggested to continue researching future campground 

expansion plans and additional cabin options.   

#11. Audit and Approval of Bills – The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors 

and any/all questions were answered.  Motion by Ron to approve all presented claims, 

seconded by Hope, all in favor.  Motion carried.     

 

#12. Adjournment – adjournment of the meeting.   

 

___________________________________                                                  ____________________ 

CCCB, Secretary                                                                                 Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


