Clay County Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes

July 11, 2022

The Clay County Conservation Board met on July 11, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the Oneota Lodge.
The following participants being present: Lee Schoenewe; Ron Creswell; Hope Bumgarner;
Sheriffa Jones; Burlin Matthews; and Will Horsley, CCCB Director.

#1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.

#2. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve the July 11, 2022 meeting agenda by Ron,
seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

#3. Public Comments — NA

#4. Approval of Minutes — Motion to approve the June 13, 2022 meeting minutes by Hope,
seconded by Sheriffa, all in favor. Motion carried. Motion to approve the June 23, 2022
“Special Meeting minutes by Hope, seconded by Sheriffa, all in favor. Motion carried.

#5. Director Report — A report was provided on the current FY budget, Scharnberg Park
camping, Summitt wildlife area, Muller addition to the Riverton Wildlife Area, Lost Island Park
boat ramp renovation project and Wetland Mitigation tree planting project at Gillett Grove.

#6. Naturalist Report — A report was provided on the CCCB’s current environmental education
(EE) programs. These recent EE programs were offered at Hope Haven, YMCA, Everly Library,
ISU extension, and at the Scharnberg Park Campground. The CCCB EE staff have instructed
portions of the Master Conservation program with great success.

Old Business:

#7. Oneota Environmental Learning Center — A report/update was provided on the OELC
project. There was discussion regarding the USDA REDL&G funding and required legal counsel
through the Ahlers & Cooney law office. It was suggested by the Clay County Attorney’s office
for the CCCB to proceed with Ahlers & Cooney confirm accuracy for the USDA funding. All legal
documents, consent waivers, and engagement agreements were discussed and reviewed.
Motion by Sheriffa to approve the legal documents and contract with Ahlers and Cooney in the
amount of $25,750.00, seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried. A report was provided
on the private fundraising effort to support the OELC project. There was discussion on the
OELC playscape and future management of the playscape area. It was suggested the OCF meet
in July to continue the OELC local fundraising campaign.

New Business:

#8. Kindlespire Complex Trails - The Kindlespire Complex trails were discussed, and future
renovations were suggested in order to continue providing recreational opportunities to hikers.
It was suggested a suspension bridge be considered and potentially constructed to provide safe
passage over two low-lying draws. The length of this suspension bridge will be accurately



determined in the near future, however it has been estimated the length of the bridge will need
to be 130’ in order to span the two wet draws. The CCCB staff will compose material lists and a
schematic of project. A report was provided on the opening of a new trail from the southern
side of the Kindlespire Complex. This trail would provide outdoor enthusiasts additional
scenery and a new hiking experience.

#9. Inkpaduta/Little Sioux River Water Trails — A report was provided on the IACCB District IlI
member working together to recruit assistance from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on an
Little Sioux River water trail designation. Members of this team will be mapping and assessing
all river access points along the Little Sioux River as it traverses through western lowa. Upon
the completion of this research, a full application will be submitted to the IDNR for it to
determine the Little Sioux River as an official lowa Water Trail system. Furthermore, providing
additional resources and information to outdoor enthusiasts who utilize lowa’s river systems
for recreation. Eight counties in western lowa are vested in the campaign, along with members
of the IDNR and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It has been estimated this study will be
completed in the next six weeks.

#10. Audit and Approval of Bills — The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors
and any/all questions were answered. Motion by Ron to approve all presented claims,
seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

#11. Adjournment — adjournment of the meeting.
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