Clay County Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes

October 10, 2022

The Clay County Conservation Board met on October 10, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the Oneota Lodge
with a Zoom Meeting option. The following participants being present: Lee Schoenewe; Ron
Creswell; Hope Bumgarner; Sheriffa Jones; Burlin Matthews; Bree Blom, CCCB Naturalist, Kevin
Maassen, CCCB Chief Ranger, Will Horsley, CCCB Director, and four guests.

#1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM.

#2. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve the October 10, 2022 CCCB meeting agenda, by
Hope, seconded by Ron, all in favor. Motion carried.

#3. Public Comments — NA

#4. Approval of Minutes — Motion to approve the September 19, 2022 meeting minutes by
Ron, seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

#5. Director Report — A report was provided on the current FY budget, S.P. Halloween hike
event, Muller addition to the Riverton Wildlife Area, Summit Wildlife Area, Ochyedan Riverbank
stabilization project and Kindlespire Complex trail system. Upcoming meetings and future
projects were discussed.

#6. Naturalist Report — A report was provided on the CCCB’s current environmental education
(EE) programs. Programs/classes were offered at Lincoln, Johnson, Fairview, and Sacred Heart
Schools, as well as field trip events. Other EE programs were offered at ILCC, Every Library, and
a tour of the Okoboji Glacial systems.

Old Business:

#7. Navigator Heartland Greenway Project — A report was provided by Laney Feight, CR3
Connect, regarding the navigator heartland CO2 pipeline project through NW lowa. There was
discussion on potential pipeline project intersecting the Kindlespire Complex and the disruption
of natural resources. At this time, the original proposed route has been amended to not go
through any natural resource parks/wildlife areas owned or managed by the CCCB. Updates
were provided on the project as it encompasses many states in the Midwest and the goal of the
project. Mr. Feight encouraged the CCCB members to contact him with any questions or
concerns.

#8. Oneota Environmental Learning Center — A report/update was provided on the OELC
project. A fiscal summary was discussed as the fund-raising efforts have been advancing with
local non-profit organizations and private donations. A consultation with CMBA recently
occurred and CMBA is scheduled to attend the upcoming November 14t CCCB meeting to
provide a project overview. It has been estimated the project could cost more than the original
estimation based on current building material inflation and supply shortages. The Oneota
Conservation Foundation board continues to be very proactive with the public awareness



campaign and fundraising efforts. The OCF board members will meet on October 12t" and
discuss further efforts to promote the OELC. There was discussion on the current USDA
REDL&G documents and future progression. It was suggested to contact the hired legal counsel
to get additional information on project progression.

#9. Vehicle/Equipment Update — A report was provided pertaining to the two CCCB
commercial JD Z9300M commercial mowers. These mowers have significant age and hours on
them as they have been utilized over the last decade. There was further discussion on the
ability to replace these mowers, while they still had trade-in value, with two new units.
Replacement mowers were locally researched from John Deere, Country Clipper, and Gravely.
There was discussion on commercial grade mowers and their longevity. Mower makes, models,
specifications, and prices were discussed. Motion to replace the two JD 7930 mowers with two
new Country Clipper Boss XL mowers through Greg’s Repair for $23,018.00, by Sheriffa,
seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

New Business:

#11. Audit and Approval of Bills — The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors
and any/all questions were answered. Motion by Sheriffa to approve all presented claims,
seconded by Ron, all in favor. Motion carried.

#12. Adjournment — adjournment of the meeting.
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