
 

Clay County Conservation Board 

Meeting Minutes 

September 19, 2022 

 

The Clay County Conservation Board met on September 19, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the Oneota 

Park/CCCB Headquarters with a Zoom Meeting option.  The following participants being 

present: Lee Schoenewe; Ron Creswell; Hope Bumgarner; Burlin Matthews; Bree Blom, CCCB 

Naturalist, Kevin Maassen, CCCB Chief Ranger, Will Horsley, CCCB Director, and four guests.     

#1.  Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM.     

#2.  Approval of Agenda – Motion to approve the September 19, 2022 CCCB meeting agenda, 

by Ron, seconded by Hope, all in favor.  Motion carried.   

#3. Public Comments – NA 

#4.  Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve the August 8, 2022 meeting minutes by Sheriffa, 

seconded by Hope, all in favor.  Motion carried.    

#5.  Director Report – A report was provided on the current FY budget, S.P. camping and cabin 

revenue, Lost Island Park boat ramp renovation project, Muller addition to the Riverton Wildlife 

Area, Summit Wildlife Area, and annual REAP report.  Upcoming meetings and future projects 

were discussed.   

#6.  Naturalist Report – A report was provided on the CCCB’s current environmental education 

(EE) programs.  Programs were offered at Trinity and Sacred Heart summer care, Everly Library, 

large-scale homeschool programs were offered at Oneota Park with 60 students in attendance.  

Bree provided a report on the Clay County Fair Cabin and Nature Store.  There was discussion 

on the success and attendance of guests at IACCB/IDNR venues.   

Old Business: 

#7.  Oneota Environmental Learning Center – A report/update was provided on the OELC 

project.  USDA REDL&G document drafts were discussed and reviewed.  A report was provided 

regarding Ahlers and Cooney law office and their work on the USDA REDL&G process between 

SMU, ILEC, and Clay County.  There was discussion on when the USDA REDL&G will close and 

when the funding will be allocated to the project.  A fiscal summary was discussed as the fund-

raising efforts have been advancing with local non-profit organizations and private donations.  

It has been estimated the project could cost more than the original estimation based on current 

building material inflation and supply shortages.  It was suggested to consult CMBA Architects 

in order to learn more on potential future expenses and the bidding process of the project.   

   

 

 



New Business: 

#8.  Navigator Heartland Greenway Project – A report was provided on a previous 

correspondence with representative from Navigator Heartland and the CO2 pipeline project 

through NW Iowa.  There was discussion on appropriate permitting and protocol if the 

potential pipeline project would intersect CCCB wildlife areas and parks.  The B.O.S. are still 

discussing and researching CO2 pipeline companies.  There was discussion on the CCCB 

consulting the Clay County Attorney and B.O.S. prior to any official action taking place.   

#9. Vehicle/Equipment Update – The bi-annual vehicle/equipment report was provided to the 

CCCB members.  There was discussion on the replacement of two mowers and one work truck.  

The two mowers and one work truck have been in the vehicle/equipment fleet for over 10 

years and have excessive hours of operations.  Trade-in values and replacements will be 

researched and quoted this Fall.  There was discussion on prioritizing equipment replacements 

in order to promote safe and efficient future work.  More information will be provided for 

official action during the upcoming October meeting.   

#10. IRVM Living Roadway Trust Fund Grant – A report was provided on the IRVM Biologist, 

Marc Gustafson, and his operations.  A grant was successfully submitted through the IRVM 

Living Roadway Trust Fund in order to fund a new UTV unit for future IRVM operations.  These 

funds are earmarked to be allocated for the procurement of one UTV unit.  There was 

discussion on the CCCB keeping the current Polaris Ranger for $5,400.00 in order to support 

two UTV units for future CCCB/IRVM combined Rx fire operations.  Motion by Hope to accept 

the grant funds in the amount of $10,000, keep the Polaris Ranger UTV in the amount of 

$5,400.00, and purchase a new CanAm UTV, seconded by Ron, all in favor.  Motion carried.  

There was further discussion on the IRVM grant application process and how the CCCB will 

benefit from this IRVM grant program.   

#11. Audit and Approval of Bills – The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors 

and any/all questions were answered.  Motion by Sheriffa to approve all presented claims, 

seconded by Ron, all in favor.  Motion carried.     

 

#12. Adjournment – adjournment of the meeting.   

 

___________________________________                                                  ____________________ 

CCCB, Secretary                                                                                 Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


