Clay County Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes

February 13, 2023

The Clay County Conservation Board met on February 13t 2023, at 5:30 PM at the Oneota
Lodge with a Zoom Meeting option. The following participants being present: Lee Schoenewe;
Ron Creswell; Hope Bumgarner; Sheriffa Jones; John Sheridan, Art Hamrick, B.O.S; Bree Blom,
CCCB Naturalist, Kevin Maassen, CCCB Chief Ranger, Will Horsley, CCCB Director, and 7 guests.

#1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM.

#2. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve the February 13, 2023 CCCB meeting agenda, by
Hope, seconded by John, all in favor. Motion carried.

#3. Clay County Pheasants Forever Check Presentation — A donation was presented to the
CCCB by the Pheasants Forever Chapter #42 members in support of the OELC project. A photo
was taken with all vested members and representatives.

#4. Public Comments — NA

#5. Approval of Minutes — The January 9, 2023 meeting minutes were presented. Motion to
approve the presented meeting minutes by Ron, seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion
carried.

#6. Director Report — A report was provided on the current FY budget, resource/funding
allocations, field staff work and operations, upcoming conferences/meetings, CCCB employee
training, Park Ranger law enforcement updates and specific Rx fire/IDNR training courses.

#7. Naturalist Report — The monthly report was provided including details on 15 school
programs, 2 library classes, and other events, training, and courses to include Winterfest,
Becoming an Outdoors Women, Burning of the Pines, and the Incredible Ice Event.

Old Business:

#8. Oneota Environmental Learning Center — A OELC project report was presented and CMBA
correspondence were provided and discussed with the CCCB members. CMBA continues to
work on the development of construction/bidding documents. Professional consultants are
making progress pertaining to fine details of the OELC building plans. There was discussion on
electrical needs and requirements throughout the building as certain components of the
structure will require more electrical sources. Additional construction details will be provided
to the CCCB soon. It was proposed to have CMBA representatives attend CCCB meetings.



#9. Inkpaduta Designated Water Trail Project — A report was provided on the Little Sioux
River/Inkpaduta water trail project. There was discussion on the importance of this water trail
designation as it promotes additional opportunities for future tourism and fundraising efforts in
Clay County and western lowa. There are eight vested counties in the IACCB district that have
been working on this project with representatives from the National Parks Service and IDNR. In
the upcoming weeks, landowner meetings and public educational sessions will take place in
Clay, O’Brien, Cherokee, and Woodbury Counties. There was discussion on the success of
lowa’s other designated water trial systems and how this could be very successful in western
lowa.

New Business:

#10. High Bridge Wildlife Area Addition — A report was provided on the 80.97-acre property to
include an official appraisal completed by Vander Werff and Associates in early February.
Meetings have taken place between all vested representatives from the CCCB, INHF, and
landowners. There was discussion on the CSR/CSR2 ratings of the agricultural acres, and the
increased value of those acres compared to the current natural/environmental components on
the property. It was suggested to consult the current landowner and promote additional
NRCS/FSA conservation-based programs.

#11. Audit and Approval of Bills — The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors
and any/all questions were answered. Motion by Ron to approve the presented monthly
claims, seconded by John, all in favor. Motion carried.

#12. Adjournment — adjournment of the meeting.
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