Clay County Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes

July 17th, 2023

The Clay County Conservation Board met on July 17t 2023, at 5:30 PM at the Oneota Lodge
with a Zoom Meeting option. The following participants being present: Ron Creswell; Sheriffa
Jones; Hope Bumgarner; John Sheridan; Lee Schoenewe; Bree Blom, E.E. Coordinator; Kevin
Maassen, Chief Ranger; Will Horsley, Director; and two guests.

#1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.

#2. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve the July 17th, 2023 CCCB meeting agenda by
Hope, seconded by John, all in favor. Motion carried.

#3. Public Comments — One meeting guest provided their perspectives on the S.P.
campground, traffic flow throughout the park, and ideas on future campground renovations.
There was discussion on a campground renovation project to include additional campsites,
additional campsites with full-hook up capabilities, and potentially more family based rental
cabins at S.P.

#4. Approval of Minutes — The June 12th, 2023 meeting minutes were presented. Motion to
approve the presented meeting minutes by Hope, seconded by Sheriffa, all in favor. Motion
carried.

#5. Director Report — A report was provided on the current FY budget, wildlife area food
plots/invasive weed management, CCCB vehicle updates, S.P. camping/cabin rentals, water trail
designation process (Little Sioux River), and upcoming ISAC/CCDA meetings.

#6. Environmental Education Report — The monthly report was provided on Nature Jubilee
with 310 participants over 16 hours, Nature Reads, Summer Care, ISU Extension Camp, Library
sessions in Spencer, Webb, and Everly, and programs at S.P.

Old Business:

#7. Oneota Environmental Learning Center — A report on the updated timeline of bidding
events was provided to include a pre-bid construction meeting on July 27th, a bid due date of
August 10" to CMBA, and a public hearing/ bid award on August 14™. A final pre-bid meeting
with CMBA representatives has been established for late July. There was discussion on local
contractors who may be interested in the project, current construction material prices, and
options for solar arrays to be incorporated into the OELC project.

#8. Kindlespire Complex Trail Renovation — A report was provided on the current condition of
the K.C. trails. Over the last two years, there has been additional interest in the K.C. trails and
an effort has been made to renovate the trail system. Due to past weather conditions, a
portion of the trails have washed out and bridges have been severely damaged. A Conservation
Corps team has been recruited to spend one week working with CCCB staff to repair these
damaged bridges and renovate the trail system. This C.C. team will be working with the CCCB



staff from August 14 — 18. There was discussion on the longevity of the trail system and volume
of recreational usage at the K.C.

New Business:

#9. Oxbow Restoration Project — There was discussion on improving wildlife habitat in the
CCCB areas. A report on oxbow restoration projects was provided and the feasibility of these
restorations at the CCCB’s Riverton Wildlife Area. The NRCS has been contacted and future
meetings are being arranged to explore potential opportunities for this type of work. Some
funding sources may be available through the IDNR, NRCS, and private funding to off-set the
total expenses. Additional reports will be provided as oxbow restoration research continues.

#10. Audit and Approval of Bills — The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors
and all questions were answered. Motion by Ron to approve the presented monthly claims,
seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

#11. Adjournment — adjournment of the meeting.
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