Clay County Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes

September 18, 2023

The Clay County Conservation Board met on September 18t 2023, at 5:30 PM at the Oneota
Lodge with a Zoom Meeting option. The following participants being present: Ron Creswell;
Sheriffa Jones; Hope Bumgarner; John Sheridan; Lee Schoenewe; Art Hammrick, BOS; Allen
Batschelet, BOS; Bruce Nuzum, IADG, Keith Sievert, OCF; Bree Blom, E.E. Coordinator; Will
Horsley, Director, and many guests.

#1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.

#2. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve the September 18, 2023 CCCB meeting agenda by
Ron, seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

#3. Public Comments — NA

#4. Approval of Minutes — The August 14t 2023 and August 29t" 2023 “Special Meeting”
minutes were presented and reviewed. Motion to approve the presented meeting minutes by
Ron, seconded by Sheriffa, all in favor. Motion carried.

#5. Director Report — A report was provided on the current FY budget, Scharnberg Park,
Kindlespire Complex trails and bridges, past ISAC/CCDA and IACCB District Il meetings, and
upcoming REAP and ICCS meetings.

#6. Environmental Education Report — The monthly report was provided on E.E. programs
offered at Lincoln Elementary, Clay Central Everly, nursing homes, and the Clay County Fair.
There was discussion on the success of the 2023 CCF and the Sundholm Cabin.

Old Business:

#7. Oneota Environmental Learning Center — A project summary, timeline of OELC bidding
events, and fiscal report was provided. There was discussion on total expenses and current
fiscal resources approved to support the OELC construction. An updated CMBA fiscal summary
was provided on current expenses and options to make the base-line construction costs lower
in the future. There were questions on the quality of the existing steel on the building at this
time and why the existing steel wouldn’t suffice for the future construction. There was
discussion on rebidding the project to public general contractors and/or researching alternative
building options. Mr. Bruce Nuzum, IADG, provided a report on the USDA REDL&G funding
previously procured for the OELC project. It was suggested to explore all building options while
working to be fiscally responsible with the current public/private funding resources. Additional
research will be completed on alternative building options, existing building
specification/materials, and potential funding sources in order to complete the CCCB’s
Environmental Education goals.



New Business:

#8. Kindlespire Complex Archaeological Review, Mr. Mark Anderson — A report was provided
on a current archaeological find at the Kindlespire Complex. The artifacts that have recently
been located are estimated to be 2000 years old and would have belonged to the woodland
native populace living along the river corridor. It was suggested to allow Mr. Anderson to
continue his research along the Kindlespire Complex in order to promote future archaeological
educational events. There was discussion on ways to preserve and ensure no damage and/or
vandalism would be the results of this effort. There was discussion on the CCCB potentially
publicly displaying these local Native American artifacts during future events.

#9. Audit and Approval of Bills — The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors
and all questions were answered. Motion by Sheriffa to approve the presented monthly claims,
seconded by Hope, all in favor. Motion carried.

#10. Adjournment — adjournment of the meeting.
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