Clay County Conservation Board

Meeting Minutes

May 20th, 2024

The Clay County Conservation Board met on May 20t 2024, at 4:30 PM at the Oneota Lodge
and the Summit Wildlife Area. The following participants being present: Ron Creswell; Hope
Bumgarner; Sheriffa Jones; Bree Blom, E.E. Coordinator; Kevin Maassen, Chief Park Ranger; and
Will Horsley, Director.

#1. Call to Order — The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM.

#2. Approval of Agenda — Motion to approve the May 20", 2024 CCCB meeting agenda by
Hope, seconded by Ron, all in favor. Motion carried.

#3. Public Comments — NA

#4. Approval of Minutes — The April 8t", 2024 meeting minutes were presented and reviewed.
Motion to approve the presented meeting minutes by Ron, seconded by Hope, all in favor.
Motion carried.

#5. Director Report — A report was provided on the current FY budget, resources available,
recent Clay County budget amendment, Little Sioux River water trails designation, REAP alliance
meeting, cattle grazing contract, farm lease/contract, ISAC/CCDA planning, and TAP grant
reviews through NWIPD.

#6. Environmental Education Report - A report was provided on Bree’s current schedule and
upcoming programs from April - May to include 85 programs offered to 1720 kids and 134 adult
students. Upcoming meetings/programming were discussed including Summer Camps and
logistical concepts to promote efficacy and additional student participation.

Old Business:

#7. Oneota Environmental Learning Center — Mr. Mark Anderson, Archeologist Sanford
Museum, has completed a successful archeological survey/dig at the Learning Center new site
and is currently working up a document/report to be submitted to SHPO and USDA. It has been
estimated this document will be approved in the next 45 days. With this work completed, it
was suggested to meet with CMBA and continue the design/development phase of the new
building concept. A baseline schematic has been completed and will be considered during the
planning phase through the CMaR and CMBA. There was discussion on the size of this new
learning facility, public usage and hours of operations, and educational classroom sizes. A
timeline of events was discussed, and a report will be offered upon the completion of future
meetings with CMBA.



New Business:

#8. 2024 Wildlife Area Project Updates — A tour was provided on the CCCB’s Summit Wildlife
Area. Kevin Maassen, Chief Park Ranger, provided a wildlife habitat management plan and
overview of operations to the CCCB members. There was discussion on the Summit Wildlife
Area as it provides a plethora of ecological diversity and healthy wildlife populations. The
recreational aspects and opportunities of the area include hiking, birding, fishing, trapping,
hunting, and primitive camping. There was discussion on future wildlife management goal to
combat cool-season grasses and promote native warm-season grasses, flowers, and forbs.
There was discussion on the successful recreational opportunities had by many outdoor
enthusiasts on the area since the area has been open to the public.

#9. Audit and Approval of Bills — The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors
and all questions were answered. Motion by Hope to approve the presented monthly claims,
seconded by Ron, all in favor. Motion carried.

#10. Adjournment — Motion by Ron to adjourn the CCCB monthly meeting, seconded by Hope,
all in favor. Motion carried.
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