
Clay County Conservation Board 

Meeting Minutes 

August 11, 2025 

 

The Clay County Conservation Board met on August 11th, 2025, at the Oneota Lodge.  The 
following participants being present: Ron Creswell; John Sheridan; Hope Bumgarner; Chris 
Baker; Allen Batschelet; Bree Blom; Will Horsley; and five guests.   

#1.  Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM 

#2.  Approval of Agenda – The meeting agenda was reviewed with a motion to approve the 
CCCB agenda by Hope, seconded by Chris, all in favor.  Motion carried.     

#3.  Public Comments & B.O.S. Liaison Report – NA    

#4.  Approval of Minutes – The July 14th, 2025, meeting minutes were reviewed.  Motion to 
approve the minutes by Hope, seconded by Chris, all in favor.  Motion carried.  

#5.  Director Report – A report was provided on the Scharnberg Park, Little Sioux River 
designation campaign, cattle grazing contract on the Heissel Addition, Nelson Tract mowing and 
maintenance, invasive species and chemical applications, Kindlespire trails & restroom facility, 
and an overview on the CCCB annual rental of a J.D. Tractor.   

#6.  Environmental Education Report - A report was provided on 25 programs/events offered 
to 388 youth and 259 adults.  Programs and field trips included Trinity summer care, fishing 
with BV county, world of snake day, master conservation, hammock senses, and STEM.    There 
was discussion on the upcoming Clay County Fair.   

Old Business: 

#7.  FEMA DR-4796-IA – FEMA has assigned a new PDMG, Lakenya Paynes, to the CCCB and Ms. 
Paynes toured the CCCB headquarters on August 4th.  A report was provided on the current 
progress and category A (debris removal) work continues throughout Oneota Park.  Mr. Steve 
Richards was discussed in regard to the LSR water access repairs at Riverside Park.  The IDOT 
has been armoring the riverbank with large scale riprap in order to protect the Hwy 10 right of 
way.  These shoreline repairs will assist the CCCB as they progress with the construction of the 
new water access at Riverside Park.  There was discussion on Wanata Park and erosion 
throughout the area.   

#8. Oneota Environmental Learning Center – A project overview and progress report was 
provided to on external construction, weather delays, timelines, and expenses.  An email from 
the CMaR based on the current construction was discussed.   

New Business: 

#9.  Ocheyedan River Aquifer Iowa Geological Survey – A report was provided to the CCCB 
members on a recent correspondence from Mr. Thomas Doyle, University of Iowa Hydrologists.  
A letter of intent was provided to the CCCB members on this Iowa Geological Survey pertaining 
to the Ocheyedan River aquifer.  Mr. Doyle is requesting the CCCB allow for two 2” diameter 



wells to be established 30’ deep in Scharnberg Park and the Riverton Wildlife Area in order to 
gain comprehensive understanding of the spatial extent of the aquifer hydrogeologic 
properties, quantify the relationship between the aquifer and the Ocheyedan river, and 
understand the recharge and stresses of the aquifer during seasons of wet/drought conditions.  
There was discussion on the ability and location of these wells in the CCCB areas.  It was 
proposed that this project could serve as a E.E. program in future as the public may find this 
study to be very interesting.  Motion by John to approve the Iowa Geological Survey to take 
place on the two CCCB areas, seconded by Chris, all in favor.  Motion carried.   

#10.  Audit and Approval of Bills – The CCCB members reviewed current claims from vendors.  
Motion by Chris, seconded by John, to approve the presented monthly claims, all in favor.  
Motion carried.   

#11.  Adjournment – The meeting was officially adjourned at 4:57 PM.     
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